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Preface 


“What  shall  we  do  to  help  our  honored  Mother  fitting¬ 
ly  celebrate  her  Sixtieth  Anniversary?”  This  question 
has  been  asked  in  scores  of  languages  in  as  many  coun¬ 
tries  round  the  world  this  last  year.  The  answer  will 
come  in  every  conceivable  form  as  gifts  and  mementoes 
to  be  presented  at  the  Birthday  Anniversary  to  be  held  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  in  October,  1929,  for  it  is  there  the  Wo¬ 
man’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  will  celebrate  the  great 
event  and  her  loving  “Daughters''’  the  world  over  will  give 
honor  to  this  wonderful  society  of  Mothers.  We,  too, 
would  add  our  tribute  of  affection,  humble  though  it  may 
be. 

“Twenty-eight  Beautiful  Years”  have  passed  since  the 
call  was  made  to  the  women  of  Swedish  Methodism,  and 
the  response  was  immediate,  glad  and  generous.  Auxiliar¬ 
ies  were  organized,  money  was  gathered,  and  many  of  the 
daughters  of  our  churches  and  homes  said,  “Here  am  I, 
send  me”.  The  world  became  bigger  to  us,  but  the  far 
places  came  nearer.  One  mother  thus  expressed  it,  “India 
does  not  seem  nearly  so  far  away  since  Hilda  went  out 
there”.  New  life  and  interest  sprang  into  being  in  many 
other  forms  of  church  activity.  A  great  and  worthy  cause 
enlarged  our  vision,  deepened  our  sympathies,  and  devel¬ 
oped  latent  abilities,  finding  expression  in  all  kinds  of 
helpful  ministries.  Motherhood  and  girlhood  in  many 
parts  of  the  world  has  been  blessed  and  strengthened 
through  the  fellowship  of  prayer  and  service  which  has 
transformed  these  thousands  of  dollars  into  Christian  lives 
through  the  agencies  of  schools,  hospitals  and  evange¬ 
listic  centers.  This  has  been  done  not  alone  through  the 
twenty-three  missionaries  who  have  gone  directly  from  our 
Swedish  churches  and  homes,  but  also  through  many 
others  who  have  been  supported  and  assisted  by  these 
funds. 

As  we  look  backward  over  the  years,  with  many  dif¬ 
ficulties  overcome,  our  hearts  are  filled  to  overflow  with 
joy  and  gratitude  to  our  Heavenly  Father  for  the  privi- 
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lege  given  us  through  the  open  door  of  the  Woman’s  For¬ 
eign  Missionary  Society.  We  humbly  bring  this  little  rec¬ 
ord  of  our  achievements  as  our  “Tribute  of  Love”  for  the 
fostering  care  and  patience  and  sympathy  that  has  ever 
guided  us  and  shown  us  how  we  could  best  express  our 
love  to  Him.  “We  have  done  what  we  could”  under  many 
limitations  and  handicaps,  but  He  has  graciously  used  our 
love  gifts  beyond  our  highest  dreams  and  prayers. 

The  record  of  these  pages  is  incomplete  in  spite  of 
our  best  endeavors,  for  some  information  and  many  pic¬ 
tures  were  impossible  to  secure.  It  seemed  expedient  how¬ 
ever,  while  so  many  of  our  early  wrorkers  are  still  with  us, 
to  gather  all  available  material  in  some  permanent  form, 
and  this  booklet  is  the  result.  Those  whose  names  appear 
here  in  one  capacity  or  another  have  given  consecrated  and 
painstaking  service  out  of  love  to  our  Master,  but  these 
results  could  never  have  been  achieved  had  it  not  been 
for  the  hundreds  of  equally  consecrated,  but  quiet  givers 
and  pray-ers  whose  names  are  recorded  up  yonder,  and 
whose  reward  is  sure.  See  1  Sam.  30:24.  Many  women 
have  given  long  periods  of  efficient  service  in  local  aux¬ 
iliaries,  and  the  continued  loyalty  and  oftentimes  thank¬ 
less  service  rendered  by  these  faithful  toilers  has  glad¬ 
dened  the  hearts  and  eased  the  burdens  of  their  sisters 
in  conference  and  branch  positions.  When  all  service  is 
given  its  just  recognition  by  Him  who  knows  all  the 
weary  steps  taken,  perhaps  their  stars  will  shine  bright¬ 
est  of  all.  Upon  them  all  we  invoke  His  benediction. 

The  editing  of  this  little  book  had  to  be  undertaken 
under  an  exceedingly  heavy  strain  of  work,  and  with  all 
too  short  a  time  to  produce  the  best  results.  For  its  many 
shortcomings  and  defects  we  crave  your  kindest  indul¬ 
gence.  Every  reader  will  feel  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  those 
who  have  so  painstakingly  prepared  the  several  chapters 
of  this  book.  It  has  been  possible  only  by  the  combined 
efforts  of  these  gratuitous  workers,  who  have  given  much 
labor  and  carried  on  an  extensive  correspondence  to  gather 
the  necessary  data.  If  the  reading  of  this  “tribute” 
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causes  added  thanksgiving-  in  any  heart  to  the  Giver  of  all 
good  gifts  and  opportunities,  or  adds  joy  to  the  hearts 
of  any  in  this  great  Sisterhood  of  Service,  it  will  be  an 
ample  return  for  the  hours  given  to  its  preparation. 

In  behalf  of  all  the  compilers, 

WINNIE  M.  GABRIELSON. 

Wayne,  Kansas, 

August,  1929. 
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CHAPTER  I 

HISTORICAL  STATEMENT 

By  HELEN  BACKLUND 

Prior  to  Organization  of  Auxiliaries  in  America 
Work  of  Hilda  Larson  in  Africa. 

The  first  lady  missionary  from  Swedish  Methodism  to 
set  sail  for  a  foreign  field  was  Miss  Hilda  Larson  of 
Evanston,  Illinois.  She  was  born  in  Nattraby,  Sweden 
in  1864  and  came  to  Evanston  at  the  age  of  five.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen  she  professed  conversion  at  Des  Plaines 
Camp  Grounds.  She  worked  in  the  church  at  Evanston 
for  some  years  and  then  felt  the  call  to  missionary  work. 
Her  training  was  received  in  a  Deaconess  Training  School 
at  New  York  where  she  went  in  1891.  While  there,  she 
served  in  the  Lexington  Avenue  Swedish  Church. 

The  call  to  Africa  sounded  in  her  ears.  At  first  she 
would  have  gone  anywhere  but  to  Africa,  but  finally  sur¬ 
rendered  her  will  to  the  Lord’s  and  sailed  for  Congo  Free 
States  in  the  fall  of  1895  in  company  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Oman.  The  station  was  Vivi,  150  miles  from  the  coast,  a 
most  unhealthy  place.  She  went  out  under  Bishop  Tay¬ 
lor’s  work  who  believed  in  self  supporting  missionaries. 
Bishop  Taylor  had  a  small  steamer  that  ran  up  and  down 
the  Congo  River  with  cargo  from  the  Ocean  steamers. 
This  did  not  work  out  very  well  and  oftentimes  their 
support  was  very  poor.  Mr.  Oman  died  after  a  year  and 
with  her  own  hands  Miss  Larson  made  the  coffin  in  which 
she  buried  him,  her  only  earthly  helper.  Shortly  after¬ 
wards  Mrs.  Oman  left  for  home  and  Miss  Larson  was 
alone  with  the  natives.  When  Bishop  Hartzell  took  over 
the  supervision  of  the  missionary  work  in  Africa  in  1896, 
the  mission  station  was  moved  from  Vivi  to  Quessua,  An¬ 
gola,  to  which  station  Miss  Larson  was  transferred  six 
months  after  Mr.  Oman’s  death.  She  brought  with  her 
four  children  that  she  had  started  to  give  Christian  train¬ 
ing.  The  two  oldest  professed  their  faith  in  God  and  were 
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baptized  by  Bishop  Hartzell,  April  25,  189  t .  Later  those 
two  married  and  had  a  little  daughter  whom  they  named 
Hilda  Larson.  This  was  the  first  Christian  family  in  that 
place. 

Miss  Larson  worked  in  Quessua,  Angola,  for  three 
years  under  the  Parent  Board.  At  that  time  she  was 
granted  a  furlough  because  of  ill  health,  and  started  on 
the  250  miles  long  journey  to  the  coast  to  meet  her  suc¬ 
cessor,  who  failed  to  come.  After  staying  ten  weeks  in 
a  damp  basement  in  the  mission  at  Loanda,  she  started 
back  to  her  work.  She  was  then  so  ill  that  it  was  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  life  and  death.  After  two  months  in  bed  she  was 
carried  back  to  the  coast,  this  time  accompanied  by  her 
co-workers,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brewster.  There  she  met  Miss 
Mekkelsen  who  had  been  sent  out  by  the  W.  F.  M.  S.  to 
relieve  her.  She  cared  for  her  two  weeks  until  the  boat 
sailed.  Miss  Larson  was  then  so  weak  that  they  feared 
she  would  not  reach  America  alive. 

She  arrived  home  in  the  fall  of  1900  and  about  New 
Year  went  with  her  mother  to  California  where  a  rest 
of  four  months  renewed  her  strength  so  that  dur¬ 
ing  spring  and  summer  she  was  able  to  give  missionary 
talks  on  the  Coast.  The  first  part  of  November  she  as¬ 
sisted  the  pastor  at  Galesburg,  Illinois,  in  a  series  of 
meetings.  In  her  last  lecture  at  Galva,  November  14, 
she  said:  “The  most  wonderful  of  all  is  that  God 
can  give  us  such  love  for  these  poor  lost  people  that  our 
greatest  desire  is  to  be  allowed  to  return  to  our  work 
among  them.”  She  left  Galva  in  seemingly  good  health, 
but  when  she  arrived  at  Evanston  she  had  to  take  to  bed 
and  died  after  a  few  days,  November  21,  1901.  Bishop 
Hartzell  wrote  to  her  mother,  September  23,  1902:  “Her 
work  in  Africa  was  of  a  high  and  blessed  worth  and  her 
name  is  remembered  as  one  who  has  given  her  life  in  the 
Master’s  service.”  Martha  Drummer,  a  later  missionary 
to  Angola,  spoke  of  her  as  having  done  lasting  work  in 
Africa.  Miss  Drummer  also  mentioned  that  the  second 
Hilda  Larson,  daughter  of  her  two  first  converts,  had  tak- 
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en  up  the  work  and  was  then  teaching  the  children  of 
Quessua. 

Hilda  Larson  was  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Eric  P.  Swan  of 
Evanston. 

Work  of  Alma  Jacobson  in  India. 

Alma  Jacobson  Keventer  was  born  and  raised  in 
Sweden.  At  the  age  of  twenty  she  was  converted.  “I 
learned  then  to  love  purity  and  longed  for  a  clean  heart 
and  by  the  grace  of  God  I  have  experienced  the  cleansing 
power  of  the  blood  of  Christ.” 

About  that  time  she  entered  a  normal  school  and  after 
finishing  the  term  got  a  place  as  teacher  in  a  country 
school.  She  had  been  interested  in  missionary  work  from 
childhood,  but  thought  that  those  who  went  out  as  mission¬ 
aries  would  have  to  be  saints,  and  considered  herself  too 
much  of  an  ordinary  human  being  to  be  suitable  for  any¬ 
thing  so  high  and  holy. 

During  holiday  vacation,  probably  in  1886,  spent  in  her 
home  in  Upsala,  there  were  two  native  missionaries  from 
India  at  the  Salvation  Army.  As  they  told  of  the  heathen 
darkness  of  India’s  millions  and  the  need  of  workers,  she 
felt  the  call  of  God  to  go.  After  much  prayer  her  mother 
said:  “God  gave  us  the  dearest  he  had,  his  Son,  then  I 
ought  to  give  Him  the  dearest  I  have.  You  may  go  and 
may  the  Lord  be  with  you.” 

Eight  years  elapsed  before  her  hopes  of  going  to  In¬ 
dia  could  be  realized.  She  landed  in  Bombay  in  November, 
1894.  From  the  first  she  set  her  foot  on  India’s  soil  she 
felt  that  that  country  and  people  was  hers,  although 
everything  seemed  strange  to  a  foreigner.  After  three 
months  in  Bombay  she  came  to  Calcutta  and  started  to 
study  the  Bengali  language  which  was  no  easy  task  con¬ 
sidering  that  she  at  the  same  time  had  to  learn  the  Eng¬ 
lish  language. 

After  having  spent  one  year  in  Calcutta  she  was  sent 
to  a  small  mission  station  by  the  name  of  Pakur,  about  64 
miles  from  Calcutta.  Two  missionaries,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Meik,  were  there  before  her.  Her  work  was  among  the 
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girls  brought  to  the  station,  ages  from  1  to  17  years.  They 

were  starved,  sick,  and  full  of  sores,  and  they  weie  to  be 
trained  to  become  good  Christian  wives  and  mothers — not 
an  easy  task.  The  building  in  which  the  girls  were  housed 
was  poor  and  not  large  enough.  It  was  an  old  shanty 
which  had  been  used  for  a  prison  and  located  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  other  buildings  of  the  mission  station.  The 
desperate  need  of  a  new  building  caused  her  to  biing  it 
before  the  Lord  in  prayer.  She  consulted  Bishop  Robin¬ 
son  in  the  matter  and  with  his  consent  she  decided  to  go 
to  our  greatly  blessed  America  and  raise  the  necessary 
funds.  For  that  purpose  she  sailed  for  America  and  land¬ 
ed  in  San  Francisco,  March  25,  1901. 

In  the  fall  of  1902  she  attended  the  General  Execu¬ 
tive  Meeting  in  Minneapolis,  Minnesota.  At  that  meeting 
she  was  accepted  by  Minneapolis  Branch  as  theii  mission¬ 
ary,  and  was  sent  back  to  India  under  Minneapolis  Branch. 
Thus  Miss  Jacobson  became  our  first  Swedish  missionary 
of  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society.  Before  re¬ 
turning  to  India  she  visited  relatives  and  friends  in 
Sweden. 

In  January  1904  she  married  Mr.  Edward  Keventer,  a 
Swedish  man  resident  in  India,  who  carried  on  extensive 
humanitarian  work  in  rescuing  and  training  famine  or¬ 
phans.  He  was  a  successful  owner  and  manager  of  large 
dairy  projects,  and  also  actively  interested  in  missionary 
endeavors.  In  1918  she  went  to  her  reward.  In  her  last 
serious  illness  she  was  attended  by  Dr.  Fletchei  Robin¬ 
son,  son  of  Bishop  J.  E.  Robinson,  who  was  civil  surgeon 
in  Aligarh.  He  brought  her  to  his  own  home  to  give  her 
the  best  possible  care. 

Early  Organizations 

Red  Wing,  Minnesota 

According  to  Minneapolis  Branch  records,  there  was 
an  auxiliary  organized  by  Mrs.  Winchell  at  Red  Wing, 
Minnesota  in  1897.  This  was  the  first  known  Woman’s 


—12 


THE  CONTRIBUTION  OF  SWEDISH  METHODISM 


Foreign  Missionary  Society  organization  of  the  Swedish 
M.  E.  Church  in  the  world.  The  number  of  members  is 
not  known,  nor  the  extent  of  its  activity  and  service. 
However,  we  are  made  to  believe  that  in  1901,  four  years 
later,  it  was  either  revived  or  re-organized  by  Alma  Jacob¬ 
son  when  she  visited  the  Northern  Conference.  In  1905, 
which  is  the  first  year  we  had  an  itemized  report  from  the 
Northern  Conference,  Red  Wing  reports  18  members  and 
the  contribution  for  that  year  was  $25.00. 

Denver,  Colorado 

Another  early  organization  of  the  Woman’s  Foreign 
Missionary  Society  was  in  Denver,  Colorado,  organized 
about  a  year  before  Miss  Jacobson’s  visit  to  this 
country,  by  Mrs.  Mary  Wilson,  Secretary  of  the 
Colorado  Conference.  At  that  time  the  Swedish  Church 
in  Denver  belonged  to  Colorado  Conference,  and  so  did 
also  this  new  organization.  Winnie  Gabrielson  was  elect¬ 
ed  its  first  president  although  she  was  absent  at  the  time 
of  organization.  Previous  to  the  session  of  the  fall  con¬ 
ference  in  1900,  Denver  had  been  transfered  to  the  West¬ 
ern  Swedish  Conference.  Even  if  Denver  was  not  the  first 
W.  F.  M.  S.  organization  in  the  Swedish  Methodism,  it 
was  one  of  most  importance  to  the  future  development  of 
the  work.  Miss  Gabrielson,  after  having  become  more  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  missionary  work  and  the  blessings  it 
brought,  kept  praying  that  some  way  would  be  opened 
to  organize  in  other  Swedish  Churches.  She  went  to 
Bishop  Warren,  who  was  to  administer  the  Western 
Swedish  Conference  that  fall,  and  asked  him  if  it  would 
not  be  possible  to  urge  all  the  preachers  to  organize  aux¬ 
iliaries  in  their  respective  churches.  We  will  give  her  own 
words:  “So  innocent  I  was — -but  so  very  anxious  that  all 
our  Swedish  women  might  in  some  way  be  enlisted.  I 
can  see  yet  his  rather  amused,  though  kindly  smile,  when 
he  told  me  that  was  hardly  in  their  province  and  would 
not  be  feasible.  I  was  disappointed  but  not  daunted,  for 
I  kept  praying  that  some  way  would  open  up.  It  came  in 
the  person  of  Miss  Jacobson.” 
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There  was  the  great  need  of  India  and  there  was  the 
need  of  service  by  our  women  on  this  side  the  globe,  and 
both  those  needs  were  brought  before  the  throne  of  God 
by  prayer  simultaneously.  God  heard  those  prayers  and 
guided  those  who  prayed  to  become  instrumental  in  work¬ 
ing  out  God’s  plan  and  to  some  extent  answer  their  own 
prayers. 

Organization  and  Development 
of  the  Work 

1901-1920 

Miss  Jacobson's  Work  in  America 

As  mentioned  before,  Miss  Jacobson  arrived  in  San 
Francisco,  March  25,  1901.  She  came  primarily  to  raise 
funds  for  a  building  in  Pakur,  and  did  not  at  first  think 
of  organizing.  That  suggestion  came  to  her  through 
Mrs.  Achard,  General  Secretary  of  the  German  Work 
and  also  editor  of  “Der  Frauen  Missions  Freund.” 
This  lady  was  the  mother  of  Miss  Amelia  Achard,  who 
succeeded  her  mother  as  editor  and  later  also  as  general 
secretary.  Mrs.  Achard  had  written  to  Miss  Jacobson 
and  asked  why  there  was  no  W.  F.  M.  S.  work  among  the 
Swedish  women  of  America  and  had  advised  her  to  organ¬ 
ize  as  she  visited  the  churches.  The  suggestion  being 
made,  Miss  Jacobson  was  not  slow  in  realizing  the  oppor¬ 
tunity,  and  took  upon  herself  the  difficult  task  of  organiz¬ 
ing  in  a  strange  country. 

Miss  Jacobson  organized  in  the  California  District, 
Western  and  Northern  Conferences  in  1901,  and  Central 
and  Eastern  Conference  in  1902.  While  in  the  Northern 
Conference  she  made  her  home  with  Mrs.  Joyce,  who 
greatly  aided  her  with  personal  influence  and  wise  counsel. 
She  was  a  guest  at  the  session  of  the  Northern  Conference 
in  the  fall  of  1901.  At  the  Executive  Meeting  in  1902,  it 
was  reported  that  Miss  Jacobson  organized  117  auxiliar¬ 
ies  with  a  membership  of  2,500.  The  first  report  that  we 
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have  any  record  of  was  in  the  fall  of  1903. 
the  work  was  as  follows: 

At  that  time 

Northern  Conf.  28  aux. 

733 

members 

$  770.59 

Central  Conf.  24  aux. 

550 

members 

621.35 

Eastern  Conf.  20  aux. 

555 

members 

565.35 

Western  Conf.  16  aux. 

333 

members 

507.40 

California  Dist.  6  aux. 

107 

members 

290.75 

Total  94  2,278  $2,755.44 


The  above  figures,  number  of  auxiliaries  and  mem¬ 
bers,  have  been  quoted  as  the  work  of  Miss  Jacobson,  but 
it  is  considerably  less  than  what  she  reported  at  the  Exec¬ 
utive  Meeting  the  year  before.  She  succeeded  in  doing  a 
wonderful  work  that  required  both  faith  and  courage  to 
accomplish.  It  has  been  stated  that  she  collected  in  cash 
$1,592.63. 

Conference  Organizations  and 
Spread  of  the  Work 

It  was  impossible  for  Miss  Jacobson  to  cover  the 
whole  field  at  that  time,  and  the  most  of  the  remaining 
work  of  organizing  was  done  later  by  Miss  Winnie  Gab- 
rielson.  In  1905  she  gave  the  month  of  July  to  the  West¬ 
ern  Conference  and  organized  11  new  auxiliaries  with  156 
members.  During  the  summer  and  fall  of  1907,  she  gave 
her  time  to  the  Central  and  Western  Conferences,  streng¬ 
thening  the  work  and  organizing.  She  had  been  an  ac¬ 
cepted  candidate  for  two  years  and  was  ready  for  the 
mission  field  that  fall,  but  was  detained  a  whole  year  for 
the  sake  of  strengthening  the  work  in  the  homeland. 

After  the  fall  meetings  she  went  to  Texas  and  organized 
6  auxiliaries  with  a  membership  of  100.  The  remaining 
time,  winter  and  spring  of  1908,  she  gave  to  the  Western, 
Central  and  Eastern  Conferences.  In  the  Western  Con¬ 
ference  she  organized  at  that  time  6  auxiliaries,  1  Stan¬ 
dard  bearer,  and  2  Kings  Heralds.  In  the  Central  Con¬ 
ference  she  organized  7  auxiliaries  with  a  membership  of 
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131,  and  also  some  work  among  the  children,  number  not 
reported.  In  the  Eastern  Conference  she  organized  5 
auxiliaries,  1  Standard  Bearer,  2  Kings  Heralds  and  re¬ 
organized  2  auxiliaries. 

In  the  year  of  1906  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
work  was  organized  in  the  Washington  District.  Three 
auxiliaries  were  organized  by  Mrs.  Andrew  Farrell  and 
one  at  Portland,  Oregon  by  the  pastor’s  wife — 4  in  all 
with  a  membership  of  50.  That  same  year  a  Standard 
Bearer  was  organized  in  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and  a  Kings  Her¬ 
ald  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.  As  far  as  our  records  show, 
these  were  the  first  organizations  among  young  people 
and  children.  This  was  followed  by  7  new  Kings  Heralds 
in  the  same  conference  the  next  year.  Four  of  those  were 
organized  by  Miss  Christine  Peterson,  who  also  organized 
2  new  auxiliaries  and  re-organized  2.  Western,  Central 
and  Eastern  Conferences  had  no  organized  work  reported  . 
among  children  and  young  people  until  in  1908. 

In  1908,  after  seven  years,  the  work  among  the  adults 
was  fairly  well  organized.  A  few  auxiliaries  were  or¬ 
ganized  the  next  few  years — 2  in  Iowa  by  Mrs.  K.  A. 
Stromberg,  1  in  Texas  by  Mrs.  Olander,  1  in  Kansas  by 
Hilda  Swan,  1  in  Massachusetts  by  Anna  Lindblad,  and 
2  in  California,  and  Washington  by  Mrs.  Kallstedt.  A  few 
were  organized  but  names  of  organizers  were  not  reported. 

Special  W.  F.  M.  S.  meetings  had  been  conducted  at 
camp  meetings  and  also  anniversaries  at  conference  ses¬ 
sions  as  early  as  1904  in  the  Northern  and  Western  Con¬ 
ferences.  In  1905  the  work  was  represented  at  all  the 
annual  conferences.  As  the  work  kept  growing,  it  branched 
out  into  different  lines  of  activities.  The  first,  aside  from 
membership  dues,  was  mite  box  collections.  318  mite 
boxes  were  reported  in  use  in  1903.  The  secretary  of  the 
Western  Conference  had  a  surprise  in  1907  when  she  re¬ 
ceived  a  mite  box  collection  from  Clay  Center,  Kansas,  of 
$65.00.  She  found  later  that  the  Sunday  eggs  had  been 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  and  thi.s  was  the  result.  Others 
followed  their  example  the  next  year — Oakland,  Axtell, 
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and  Swede  Plaines,  Nebraska,  Wayne  and  Clay  Center, 
Kansas,  and  Decker,  Texas — together  a  mite  box  collec¬ 
tion  from  those  six  auxiliaries  of  $328.00.  Some  years 
later  Taylor,  Texas  reported  a  Sunday  mite  box  collec¬ 
tion  of  $87.00.  The  next  line  of  work  taken  up  was 
scholarships,  Bible  women  and  life  memberships.  This 
kind  of  work  was  reported  from  the  Northern,  Central 
and  Western  Conferences  in  1904,  and  one  life  member 
from  the  Northern  Conference  that  year,  the  first  one  re¬ 
ported  in  our  work.  Some  of  the  conferences  started  to 
take  up  Christmas  offering  and  Thank  offering  in  1906-07. 
It  was  remarkable  how  willingly  the  few  members  in  our 
small  struggling  churches  tried  to  do  their  share,  and 
how  they  found  that  the  more  they  gave  out  to  share  with 
others,  the  more  both  spiritual  and  material  blessings 
came  to  their  own  churches. 

Larger  donations  from  individuals  and  auxiliaries 
were  reported  occasionally.  A  thousand  dollars  was  re¬ 
ported  from  Galesburg  for  a  widow’s  home  in  Belgaum, 
India.  This  money  was  collected  through  the  efforts  of 
Mrs.  S.  H.  Olson,  an  aunt  of  Miss  Gabrielson,  and  the 
final  payment  was  sent  in  to  the  treasurer  only  a  short 
time  before  she  passed  away.  Mr.  S.  H.  Olson,  Gales¬ 
burg,  donated  $500  for  kindergarten  equipment  in  Roorkee 
School,  as  a  memorial  to  his  wife  and  is  known  as  “Clara 
Olson  Memorial.”  Mrs.  Aspegren  of  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  do¬ 
nated  $500  for  a  room  in  the  dispensary  at  Pakur,  to  be 
named  “Sanford  Memorial.”  The  Eastern  Conference  has 
taken  up  special  gifts  for  buildings  in  China.  The  chil¬ 
dren  at  Des  Plaines  Camp  meeting  in  1920,  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  John  E.  Pearson,  raised  $160.  Many 
Christmas  boxes  have  been  sent  both  from  the  sisters  here 
and  in  Sweden,  and  also  garments  for  little  children  have 
been  made  and  sent  to  the  field. 

In  the  fall  of  1914  our  five  years  jubilee  campaign 
was  launched.  This  campaign  was  a.  great  impetus  to 
the  work.  Our  receipts  more  than  doubled  during  the  five 
years  and  our  membership  greatly  increased.  (Look  up 
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the  statistical  report  and  compare  the  figures  of  1913-14 
with  that  of  1918-19.)  There  was  the  membership  cam¬ 
paign,  the  enrollment  of  members  in  the  Golden  Harvest 
and  the  Jubilee  Legion.  There  was  the  Jubilee  Bells  and 
the  Garment  Givers.  Many  children  were  enrolled  in  the 
Jubilee  Legion,  but  only  four  adults.  These  were,  Mrs. 
Hanna  Henschen,  Anna  Lindblad,  Lydia  T.  Peterson,  and 
Anna  Keckman.  It  cost  $194  to  enroll  an  adult  in  the 
Jubilee  Legion. 

We  were  fortunate  enough  to  have  Winnie  Gabriel- 
son  with  us  during  the  first  years  of  the  campaign.  She 

covered  the  whole  field  of  our  Swedish  Methodism  dur¬ 
ing  her  furlough  which  was  extended  half  a  year  for  that 
purpose.  She  worked  in  21  states,  organized  and  re-or¬ 
ganized  51  auxiliaries,  gave  255  addresses,  aand  conducted 
8  missionary  institutes.  We  were  also  fortunate  in  hav¬ 
ing  eight  other  furloughed  missionaries  with  us  during 
those  five  years  who  helped  in  the  campaign,  Judith  Eric- 
son,  Eugenia  Norberg,  Anna  Lindblad,  Mary  Olson,  Naomi 
Anderson,  Pauline  Grandstrand,  Maria  Larson,  and  Hilda 
Swan.  The  Nelson  sisters  and  Jennie  Borg  were  home  on 
furlough  shortly  before  and  helped  to  encourage  the  work. 

Literature 

The  need  of  literature  in  the  Swedish  language  was 
evident  from  the  first  and  Mrs.  Hanna  Henschen  was 
appointed  editor.  We  find  that  her  work  was  in  full 
swing  during  the  year  1902-03.  Mrs.  Joyce  had  been  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Executive  Meeting  of  1902  to  write  to  Dr. 
Henschen,  editor  of  Sandebudet,  requesting  him  to  grant 
us  space  semi-monthly  for  representing  the  work  of  the 
W.  F.  M.  S.  Consequently,  a  semi-monthly  editorial  of 
four  columns  in  Sandebudet  was  reported  for  the  follow¬ 
ing  year.  That  same  year,  Mrs.  Henschen  translated  and 
printed  the  Constitution  and  two  leaflets — 3,000  copies 
of  the  constitution  and  7,000  copies  of  leaflets.  The  next 
year  our  page  in  Sandebudet  was  reduced  to  two  columns, 
but  still  edited  semi-monthly.  The  page  in  Sandebudet 
furnished  a  variety  of  missionary  intelligence  including 
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the  monthly  study.  This  was  of  great  importance  to  the 
work  because  it  had  a  wider  circulation  than  any  of  our 
other  literature.  In  1907  a  book,  “The  Cry  Heard.”  was 
translated  by  Dr.  Leonard  Stromberg  and  published  as 
a  continued  story  in  Sandebudet.  In  1908  a  booklet  was 
published,  containing  a  short  history  of  the  W.  F.  M.  S. 
and  short  sketches  from  several  mission  fields.  Eight 
leaflets  have  been  translated  and  printed,  total  copies  29,- 
000  besides  3,000  copies  of  the  Constitution,  5,000  copies 
of  the  Jubilee  Leaflet  and  blanks,  membership  cards  and 
receipt  cards.  The  publishing  of  the  Annual  Report  for 
18  years,  42,000  copies  in  all,  was  under  the  supervision 
of  the  General  Secretary. 

Mrs.  Henschen  served  as  editor  for  20  years,  and  hers 
was  the  longest  time  of  service  in  any  one  capacity  re¬ 
corded  in  our  Swedish  W.  F.  M.  S.  constituency. 

Organizations  in  Scandinavia 

In  the  spring  of  1908  while  Miss  Gabrielson  was 
itinerating  in  the  Eastern  Conference,  she  met  Dr.  K.  A. 
Jansson  from  Sweden  who  was  a  delegate  to  the  General 
Conference  held  in  Baltimore  that  same  year.  Dr.  Jans¬ 
son  urged  her  to  go  to  Sweden  on  her  way  to  the  mission 
field  and  organize  the  W.  F.  M.  S.  work  there.  Dr. 
Jansson  went  to  the  General  Executive  Committee  with 
the  request  that  Miss  Gabrielson  be  allowed  to  visit  Swe¬ 
den,  which  request  was  granted  and  the  undertaking  fi¬ 
nanced  by  Topeka  Branch.  Consequently,  on  her  way  to 
India  that  fall,  she  went  by  the  way  of  Sweden. 
Previous  to  Dr.  Jansson’s  visit,  Miss  Gabrielson  and  Mrs. 
Henschen  had  been  discussing  the  matter  how  some  work 
might  be  started  in  Sweden.  There  seemed  to  be  nobody 
available  for  the  work,  but  they  kept  on  praying.  Now, 
as  at  a  former  occasion,  Miss  Gabrielson  was  destined  to 
help  bring  the  things  to  pass  that  she  had  been  praying 
about. 

Miss  Gabrielson  came  to  Sweden  about  the  middle  of 
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November,  and  so  she  was  there  during  the  latter  part  of 
November  and  December.  As  Dr.  Jansson  had  arranged 
her  itinerary  and  somewhat  prepared  the  way,  she  suc¬ 
ceeded  during  five  or  six  weeks  to  organize  29  aux¬ 
iliaries  with  a  membership  of  890.  She  also  succeeded  in 
securing  Mrs.  Anna  Lellky  of  Karlstad,  Sweden,  to  take 
charge  of  this  new  work. 

The  work  Mrs.  Lellky  undertook  was  both  difficult 
and  strenuous.  She  had  a  large  field  before  her.  The 
work  of  organizing  was  only  begun,  as  only  29  of  the 
120  churches  in  the  conference  were  organized.  The  work 
being  new,  working  methods  practically  unknown,  and 
being  so  far  separated  from  the  main  body  of  the  Society, 
made  it  very  difficult,  as  means  of  information  was  not 
close  at  hand.  Therefore,  she  mostly  had  to  feel  her  way 
through  and  trust  God  for  help  and  guidance.  But  the 
burden  of  the  work  was  put  upon  her  and  by  the  grace 
of  God,  through  labor,  sacrifice  and  opposition  she  carried 
it  on  to  victory  almost  single  handed  for  twelve  years. 
At  that  time  (1920)  she  reported  ninety-one  auxiliaries 
with  a  membership  of  4,773.  The  receipts  for  that  year 
was  kr.  17,549.58,  besides  kr.  1,478.00  for  literature 
sold.  Mrs.  Lellky  did  all  the  organizing  during  those 
years  except  two  auxiliaries  reported  organized  by 
Anna  Lindblad.  The  largest  auxiliary  in  Swedism 
Methodism  was  the  first  one  organized  in  Sweden 
in  Emanuel  Church,  Gothenburg,  with  120  members. 

Four  missionaries  were  sent  out  the  first  12  years — 
Anna  Lindblad  in  1908,  Maria  Larson  in  1911,  Maria  Jo- 
hanson  in  1915  and  Bertha  Persson  in  1919 — none  of  whom 
are  now  in  active  service  on  the  field. 

One  of  the  problems  was  lack  of  literature.  Some 
missionary  literature  in  the  Swedish  language  was  sent 
from  America,  but  not  sufficient  for  the  need.  From  1915 
to  1920  Mrs.  Lellky  published  9,000  copies  of  Christmas 
leaflets,  4,000  copies  of  biennial  pamphlets,  1,000  copies 
of  the  Jubilee  leaflet,  1,000  copies  of  a  10-year  history  of 
the  work  besides  membership  cards  and  blanks. 
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At  the  suggestion  of  the  General  Secretary  of  the 
Swedish  Work  to  some  of  the  officers  of  Topeka  Branch, 
arrangements  were  made  to  elect  Mrs.  Lellky  delegate  to 
the  General  Executive  Meeting  held  in  Buffalo,  New  York 
in  1914.  This  was  not  much  of  a  pleasure  trip  for  her, 
having  to  cross  the  Atlantic  in  war  time  and  travel 
steerage,  which  was  the  only  accommodation  available. 
First  she  attended  the  Topeka  Branch  Meeting  at  Wichita, 
Kansas,  and  en  route  to  Buffalo  visited  the  churches 
in  the  missionary  interest.  At  the  Executive  Meet¬ 
ing  she  was  commissioned  to  organize  the  W.  F.  M.  S.  in 
Denmark.  The  next  year,  1915,  she  went  to  Denmark  and 
organized  16  auxiliaries  with  a  membership  of  600.  In 
the  month  of  March,  1920  she  went  to  Finland  and  or¬ 
ganized  11  auxiliaries  with  a  membership  of  625.  Miss 
Mandi  Weckman  was  appointed  secretary  and  treasurer. 
At  the  end  of  that  missionary  year  they  reported  receipts 
of  3,324  mark,  but  this  was  not  included  in  the  1920  re¬ 
port,  having  been  sent  in  later.  At  the  Executive  Meeting 
in  1920  it  was  decided  that  the  work  in  Finland  as  well 
as  that  in  Sweden  be  affiliated  with  Topeka  Branch. 

A  missionary  convention  was  held  in  Jonkoping  in  1919 
with  40  delegates  attending.  It  was  decided  to  publish  a 
seim-annual  periodical  and  also  to  begin  work  among  the 
children.  In  1920  another  convention  was  held  in  Motala 
with  a  delegation  of  29.  Again  the  work  among  children 
was  discussed  and  a  secretary  appointed  for  that  work. 
Five  district  secretaries  were  also  appointed.  A  treasurer, 
Miss  Hilda  Lofgren,  had  been  appointed  the  first  part  of 
the  year.  Miss  Ella  Watson,  Secretary  of  Topeka  Branch, 
on  her  way  to  the  Orient,  in  company  with  Miss  Morgan, 
had  been  expected  to  attend  the  convention  in  Motala,  but 
arrived  too  late,  having  stopped  to  attend  the  conference 
in  Bergen,  Norway.  She  came  in  time  to  attend  the  con¬ 
ference  in  Gefle.  At  that  conference  Mrs.  Lellky  resigned 
from  her  work  as  secretary  and  Maria  Johanson,  a  re¬ 
turned  missionary  from  India,  was  appointed  to  take  her 
place.  Mrs.  Lellky  remained  in  the  work  as  Conference 
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President.  Thus  her  valued  and  efficient  service  con¬ 
tinued. 

Word  has  just  been  received  that  Anna  Lellky  went 
to  her  reward  June  14,  1929.  2  Tim.  4:7-8. 

Comparison 

At  the  end  of  nineteen  years,  our  Swedish  Work  had 
furnished  17  missionaries  who  had  gone  out  directly  from 
our  Swedish  churches  and  three  others  claimed  the 
distinction  of  being  Swedes. 

Topeka  Branch  after  19  years  had  sent  out  13  mis¬ 
sionaries,  counting  two  sent  out  prior  to  the  organization 
of  the  Branch. 

Topeka  Branch  after  16  years  raised  $14,824.04. 

Swedish  Work  after  19  years  raised  $15,593.47. 

In  1922,  20  years  later,  Topeka  Branch  raised  $242,- 
732.49,  and  had  sent  out  133  missionaries,  including  9  of 
our  Swedish  girls. 

This  shows  how  our  Swedish  work  also  could  have 
extended,  had  we  had  the  field  in  which  to  work. 

Conference  Workers 

During  those  19  years  a  host  of  women  gave 
efficient  and  faithful  service  to  the  work — in  the  auxiliar¬ 
ies,  districts,  conferences  and  in  the  work  in  general — all 
of  it  gratuitous  work  for  the  Kingdom  of  God.  There  is 
not  space  enough  to  mention  all  by  name,  only  those  who 
have  carried  the  greater  burdens  and  responsibilities  of 
the  conferences  up  to  1920.  They  are  given  as  Chapter  III. 


—22 


THE  CONTRIBUTION  OF  SWEDISH  METHODISM 


CHAPTER  II 

History  Brought  Up  to  Bate,  1920-29 

When  Miss  Helen  Backlund  laid  down  the  work  as 
General  Secretary  of  our  Swedish  work  in  1920  I  was 
appointed  to  be  her  successor  at  the  General  Executive 
Meeting  held  in  Philadelphia  that  year.  My  previous 
training  for  this  task  was  not  so  extensive — only  two 
years  as  Conference  Secretary  of  the  Central  Conference. 
Perhaps  the  fact  that  my  being  both  a  minister’s  daughter 
and  a  minister’s  wife  was  considered  a  partial  training 
for  this  task.  It  has  been  a  blessed  responsibility  to  ren¬ 
der  the  little  service  that  I  have  been  able  to  do  these 
nine  years.  Though  mindful  of  many  shortcomings,  the 
association  with  Methodism’s  consecrated  women  and  the 
permission  to  see  our  work  advance  little  by  little  has 
been  a  source  of  joy  to  me.  Nothing  remarkable  or  spec¬ 
tacular  has  occurred  within  our  borders  these  years  but 
there  has  been  a  steady  climb  upward  along  all  lines  of 
endeavor.  Slight  increases  in  membership  and  in  remit¬ 
tances  have  been,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  reported  for 
each  year.  The  tables  given  elsewhere  in  this  booklet 
will  no  doubt  bear  up  this  statement.  As  a  schedule  of 
officers  for  the  various  Conferences  is  to  be  presented 
covering  the  whole  time  from  the  organization  of  our  so¬ 
ciety  to  the  present  day  there  is  no  need  of  such  mention 
here.  Within  this  nine  year  period  a  few  matters  of  in¬ 
terest  and  moment  can  be  noted. 

Mrs.  Hanna  Henschen,  the  second  to  be  appointed 
Special  Secretary  of  our  Swedish  work,  and  who  remained 
a  loyal  and  interested  supporter  to  the  end,  was  called 
to  her  Heavenly  home  and  reward  in  the  early  part  of 
my  period  in  office.  A  dear  friend  and  councilor  of  mine, 
her  going  was  especially  a  great  loss  to  me.  Heaven  re¬ 
ceived  a  treasure  when  Mrs.  Henschen  moved  in.  Until 
her  death  Mrs.  Henscchen  was  editor  of  our  W.  F.  M.  S. 
page  in  Sandebudet,  and  now  Miss  Ruth  Gordon  has  taken 

—23— 


THE  CONTRIBUTION  OF  SWEDISH  METHODISM 


up  the  work  anad  the  page  continues  to  give  missionary 
information  and  inspiration  to  the  many  readers. 

At  the  Baltimore  Executive  Meeting  in  1922,  two  im¬ 
portant  changes  in  the  adminstration  of  our  work  were 
made.  The  work  in  Sweden,  Norway,  Denmark  and  Fin¬ 
land  was  placed  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Topeka 
Branch.  Our  Conferences  in  the  United  States  were  to 
follow  the  system  of  work  of  the  Branches  to  which  they 
belonged.  Thus  the  “Contingent”  money  allowed  the 
officers  of  our  work  was  ordered  paid  to  the  respective 
Branch  Treasurers  who  then  were  to  pay  the  administra¬ 
tion  expenses  of  our  officers. 

As  the  Executive  Committee  could  not  see  the  need 
of  a  special  Year  Book  for  our  societies,  when  Branch  and 
General  Reports  were  published,  and  would  not  appropri¬ 
ate  money  for  the  publication  of  such  a  book,  it  was  dis¬ 
continued.  However,  the  Editor  of  Sandebudet  very 
kindly  consented  to  issue  a  special  W.  F.  M.  S.  number  in 
which  we  could  substantially  present  to  our  people  the 
facts  contained  in  a  Year  Book.  This  W.  F.  M.  S.  num¬ 
ber  has  ever  since  been  issued  annually. 

The  year  1922  was  outstanding  as  a  year  of  progress 
and  advancement  for  our  cause  in  Sweden.  Miss  Winnie 
Gabrielson  toured  the  country  on  the  way  home  from  In¬ 
dia  and  together  with  Miss  Johansson  conducted  a  series  of 
institutes  which  brought  excellent  results  in  many  re¬ 
spects,  especially  to  be  mentioned  is  that  of  the  organ¬ 
ization  of  eleven  new  auxilliaries.  The  following  year 
Miss  Gabrielson  itinerated  throughout  our  connection  in 
the  United  States,  and  as  a  result  the  year  1924  marks, 
perhaps,  a  banner  year  in  special  gifts  from  our  societies. 
Other  furloughed  missionaries  from  Sweden  and  America 
have  rendered  our  cause  valuable  service  here  at  home  as 
they  have  visited  our  churches,  homes  and  organizations. 

In  1923  we  saw  two  of  our  well  trained  young  women 
commissioned  and  sent  to  their  missionary  fields.  They 
were  Miss  Beulah  Swan  who  was  stationed  at  Pakur, 
India,  aand  Miss  Emma  Palm  who  was  stationed  at  Sien- 
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yu,  China.  Miss  Swan  is  supported  by  the  Central  North¬ 
west  Conference — Central  Division.  In  1927  Miss  Ruth 
Larson  was  sent  out  to  Almora,  India.  Each  of  these 
young  ladies  are  continuing  to  give  invaluable  service  in 
their  respective  fields. 

The  year  1926  marked  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary 
of  our  Swedish  W.  F.  M.  S.  This  was  celebrated  in  a 
large  number  of  our  churches  and  auxiliaries  with  spe¬ 
cial  services  and  festivities  becoming  to  the  occasion.* 
Our  women  in  Sweden  celebrated  in  1928  the  twentieth 
anniversary  of  the  organization  by  Miss  Gabrielson  of 
the  W.  F.  M.  S.  work  there.  A  missionary  periodical 
“Hostblad”  and  “Varblad”  published  recently  by  the  wo¬ 
men  in  Sweden  is  a  valuable  means  of  Kingdom  propa¬ 
ganda.  They  were  greatly  aided  by  the  small  appropria¬ 
tion  from  the  General  Publication  Fund  for  the  printing 
of  such  missionary  tracts. 

The  last  two  or  three  years  have  brought  drastic 
changes  in  the  status  of  our  work  in  the  U.  S.  The  Texas 
Mission  Conference  merged  with  other  contiguous  Con¬ 
ferences  and  likewise  the  Pacific  Mission  Conference  dis¬ 
solved  and  merged  with  West  Coast  Conferences  in  1927. 
These  readjustments  greatly  affect  our  work  as  an  or¬ 
ganized  entity  subtracting  from  it  both  members  and 
money,  which,  however,  are  not  lost  to  the  Society  or  the 
Kingdom  but  only  functioning  thru  other  channels.  The 
merger  in  1928  of  the  three  Conferences,  the  Central,  the 
Western  and  the  Northern,  forming  the  Central  North¬ 
west  Conference  occasioned  another  readjustment  affec- 
ing  our  organization  but  not  our  statistics.  Considering 
the  constant  drain  on  our  ranks  by  the  transfer  of  in¬ 
dividual  churches  and  districts  into  English  speaking 
Conferences,  it  speaks  well  of  the  power  and  energy  of 

^Editor’s  Note:  (In  the  Western  Conference,  a  beautifully 
designed  piece  quilt  was  made,  which  netted  the  treasury 
a  neat  sum.  Each  auxiliary  made  a  block  containing  the 
names  of  members;  and  the  ladies  in  Burlington,  Iowa, 
quilted  it.  At  Conference  time  it  was  presented  to  Miss 
Gabrielson.) 
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the  present  organization  and  the  results  that  it  accom¬ 
plishes.  Without  the  splendid  loyalty  and  consecration  of 
our  W.  F.  M.  S.  women  it,  of  course,  could  not  be  done. 

Thus  our  Swedish  women  have  written  a  beautiful 
chapter,  indeed,  in  the  history  of  the  Sixty  years  of  or¬ 
ganized  effort  on  the  part  of  the  women  in  Methodism  in 
the  holy  and  glorious  task  of  world  evangelization. 
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General  Secretaries 


of  Swedish  Work 


Mrs.  And.  Farrell 


Mrs.  Wm,  Henschen 


Mrs.  Edwain  S.  Dahl 


Helen  M.  Backlund 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Conference  and  District  Officers  of  Our  Society 


Year 

California 

District 

Western 

Conference 

Northern 

Conference 

Central 

Conference 

1901 

1902 

Hilma  Wistranc! 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

W.  Gabrielson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Kallstedt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1902 

1903 

Julia  Dahlgren 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Sadie  Alfreds 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Kallstedt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  G.  Gordon 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1903 

1904 

Hilma  Wistrand 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Sadie  Alfreds 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  -  Kallstedt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  G.  Gordon 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1904 

1905 

Hilma  Wistrand 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Sadie  Alfreds 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Weber 

Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  G.  Gordon 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1905 

1906 

Mrs.  Kallstedt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Helen  Backlund 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Weber 

Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  G.  Gordon 
-  Sec.  &  Treas. 

1906 

1907 

Mrs.  Kallstedt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Helen  Backlund 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Weber 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  G.  Gordon 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1907 

1908 

Mrs.  Kallstedt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Helen  Backlund 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

C.  Peterson 
Sec. 

Lydia  Petersoi. 
Treas. 

Mrs.  G.  Gordon 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1908 

1909 

Mrs.  Kallstedt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Helen  Backlund 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

C.  Peterson 
Sec. 

Lydia  Peterson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  G.  Gordon 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1909 

1910 

Mrs.  Kallstedt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Helen  Backlund 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

C.  Peterson 
Sec. 

Lydia  Peterson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  G.  Gordon 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1910 

1911 

Mrs.  Kallstedt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  N.  Pearson 
Sec. 

Olivia  Larson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  A.  Peterson 
Sec. 

Lydia  Peterson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  G.  Gordon 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1911 

1912 

Mrs.  Kallstedt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  N.  Pearson 
Sec. 

Olivia  Larson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  A.  Peterson 
Sec. 

Lydia  Peterson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  G.  Gordon 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1912 

1913 

Mrs.  Kallstedt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Jeanette  Nelson 
Sec. 

Olivia  Larson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  Christenson 
Sec. 

Lydia  Peterson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  G.  Gordon 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1913 

1914 

Mrs.  Kallstedt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Jeanette  Nelson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Nelson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  Christenson 
Sec. 

Lydia  Peterson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  O.  Johnson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  J.  Wigren 
Treas. 
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General  Secretaries — Mrs.  Andrew  Farrell  (1902-1906)  Mrs.  Hannah  Henschen 
(1906-1910)  Miss  Helen  M.  Backlund  (1910-1920)  Mrs.  E.  S.  Dahl  (1920-  ).* 


Year 

1901' 

1902 

Eastern 

Conference 

Washington 

District 

Sweden 

Southern 

Conference 

1902 

1903 

Mrs.  C.  Paulson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1903 

1904 

1904 

1905 

1905 

1906 

1906 

1907 

Mrs.  C.  Paulson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  C.  Paulson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  C.  Paulson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

-  - - 

Mrs.  C.  Paulson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  A.  Farrell 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1907 

1908 

Mrs.  C.  Paulson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  A.  Farrell 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1908 

1909 

Mrs.  C.  Paulson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  A.  Farrell 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Anna  Lellky 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1909 

1910 

Mrs.  C.  Paulson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  A.  Farrell 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Anna  Lellky 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1910 

1911 

Mrs.  C.  Paulson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  J.  N.  BurdeT 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Anna  Lellky 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1911 

1912 

Mrs.  C.  Paulson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Burdell 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Anna  Lellky 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1912 

1913 

Mrs.  John  Borg 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  J.  N  Burdell 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Anna  Lellky 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  H.  Peterson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  B.  Howe 
Trea*. 

1913 

1914 

Mrs.  John  Borg 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Burdell 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Anna  Lellky 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  H.  Peterson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  B.  Howe 
Treas. 
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Year 

California 

District 

Western 

Conference 

Northern 

Conference 

Central 

Conference 

1914 

1915 

Mrs.  Kallstedt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  P.  Munson 

Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Nelson 
Treas. 

Lydia  Peterson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  C.  Johnson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  J.  Wigren 
Treas. 

1915 

1916 

Mrs.  Kallstedt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  P.  Munson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Nelson 
Treas. 

Lydia  Peterson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  C.  Johnson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  J.  Wigren 
Treas. 

1916 

1917 

Mrs.  Kallstedt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  J.  Swanson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Nelson 
Treas. 

Lydia  Peterson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  0.  Johnson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  J.  Wigren 
Treas. 

- . 

1917 

1918 

Alma  Lundeen 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  J.  Swanson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Nelson 
Treas. 

Lydia  Peterson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  0.  Johnson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  J.  Wigren 
Treas. 

1918 

1919 

Alma  Lundeen 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Helen  Backlund 
Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Nelson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  Malmstrom 
Sec. 

Lydia  Peterson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Dahl 

Sec. 

Mrs.  J.  Wigren 
Treas. 

1919 

1920 

Alma  Lundeen 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Alma  Samuelson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Nelson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  Malmstrom 
Sec. 

Lydia  Peterson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Dahl 
Sec. 

Mrs.  J.  Wigren 
Treas. 

1920 

1921 

Mrs.  W.  Sandholt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Alma  Samuelson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Nelson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  Malmstrom 
Sec. 

Mrs.  S.  Mattson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  D.  Englunc 
Sec. 

Mrs.  J.  Wigren 
Treas. 

— 

1921 

1922 

Mis.  W.  Sandholt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Alma  Samuelson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Nelson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  Malmstrom 
Sec. 

Mrs.  S.  Mattson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  D.  Englund 
Sec. 

Alice  Johnson 
Treas. 

■ - -4 

1922 

1923 

Mrs.  W.  Sandholt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  N.  Pearson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Nelson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  Malmstrom 
Sec. 

Mrs.  S.  Mattson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  D.  Englund 
Sec. 

Alice  Johnson 
Treas. 

1923 

1924 

Mrs.  W.  Sandholt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  N.  Pearson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Nelson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  Malmstrom 
Sec. 

Mrs.  S.  Mattson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  D.  Englund 
Sec. 

Alice  Johnson 
Treas. 

1924 

1925 

Mrs.  W.  Sandholt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  N.  Pearson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Nelson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  D.  Englund 
Sec. 

Mrs.  S.  Mattson 
Treas. 

Ruth  Gordon 
Sec. 

Alice  Johnson 
Treas. 
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Year 

Eastern 

Conference 

Washington 

District 

Sweden 

Southern 

Conference 

1914 

1915 

Mrs.  John  Borg 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Burdell 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Anna  Lellky 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  H.  Peterson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  B.  Howe 
Treas. 

1915 

1916 

Mrs.  John  Borg 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Burdell 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Anna  Lellky 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  H.  Peterson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1916 

1917 

Mrs.  John  Borg 
Sec. 

Mrs.  Cederberg 
Treas. 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Burdell 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Anna  Lellky 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  H.  Peterson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1917 

1918 

Mrs.  John  Borg- 
Sec. 

Mrs.  Cederberg 
Treas. 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Burdell 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Anna  Lellky 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  H.  Peterson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1918 

1919 

Mrs.  Cederberg 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Burdell 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Anna  Lellky 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  H.  Peterson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1919 

1920 

Mrs.  John  Borg 
Sec. 

Mrs.  Cederberg 
Treas. 

Mrs.  J.  N.  Burdell 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  Anna  Lellky 
Sec. 

Hilda  Lofgren 
Treas. 

Mrs.  Hamilton 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1920 

1921 

Mrs.  John  Borg 
Sec. 

Mrs.  Cederberg 
Treas. 

Mrs.  C.  Anderson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Maria  Johansson 
Sec. 

Hilda  Lofgren 
Treas. 

Mrs.  Westerberg 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1921 

1922 

Mrs.  John  Borg 
Sec. 

Mrs.  Cederberg 
Treas. 

Mrs.  C.  Anderson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Maria  Johansson 
Sec. 

Hilda  Lofgren 
Treas. 

Mrs.  Westerberg 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1922 

1923 

Mrs.  J.  Johnson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  Cederberg 
Treas. 

Mrs.  C.  Anderson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Maria  Johansson 
Sec. 

Hilda  Lofgren 
Treas. 

Mrs.  K.  Norberg 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1923 

1924 

Mrs.  L.  Whyman 
Sec. 

Mrs.  Cederberg 
Treas. 

Mrs.  C.  Anderson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Maria  Johansson 
Sec. 

Hilda  Lofgren 
Treas. 

Mrs.  K.  Norberg 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1924 

1925 

Mrs.  L.  Whyman 
Sec. 

Mrs.  Cederberg 
Treas. 

Mrs.  C.  Anderson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Maria  Johansson 
Sec. 

Hilda  Lofgren 
Treas. 

Mrs.  K.  Norberg 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

—31— 


THE  CONTRIBUTION  OF  SWEDISH  METHODISM 


Year 

California 

District 

Western 

Conference 

Northern 

Conference 

Central 

Conference 

1925 

1926 

Mrs.  W.  Sandholt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  N.  Pearson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Nelson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  D.  Englund 
Sec. 

Mrs.  S.  Mattson 
Treas. 

Ruth  Gordon 
Sec. 

Alice  Johnson 
Treas. 

1926 

1927 

Mrs.  W.  Sandholt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  N.  Pearson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Nelson 
Trea:. 

Mrs.  D.  Englund 
Sec. 

Mrs.  S.  Mattson 
Treas. 

Ruth  Gordon 
Sec. 

Alice  Johnson 
Treas. 

1927 

1928 

Mrs.  W.  Sandholt 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Mrs.  N.  Pearson 
Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Nelson 
Treas. 

Mrs.  H.  Thurston 
Sec. 

Mrs.  S.  Mattson 
Treas. 

Ruth  Gordon 
Sec. 

Alice  Johnson 
Treas. 
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fear 

Eastern 

Conference 

Washington 

District 

Sweden 

Southern 

Conference 

1925 

1926 

Mrs.  L.  Whyman 
Sec. 

Mrs.  Cederberg 
Treas. 

Mrs.  C.  Anderson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Maria  Johansson 
Sec. 

Hilda  Lofgren 
Treas. 

Mrs.  0.  Johnson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1926 

1927 

Mrs.  L.  Whyman 
Sec. 

Mrs.  Cederberg 
Treas. 

Mrs.  C.  Anderson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Maria  Johansson 
Sec. 

Hilda  Lofgren 
Treas. 

Mrs.  0.  Linstrom 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

1927 

1928 

Mrs.  L.  Whyman 
Sec. 

Mrs.  A.  Sandberg 
Treas, 

Mrs.  C.  Anderson 
Sec.  &  Treas. 

Maria  Johansson 
Sec. 

Hilda  Lofgren 
Treas. 

Sec.  and  Treas.  In  about  1924  Mrs.  Dagny  Walters  was  elected  Sec.  with  Miss 
Weckman  continuing  as  Treas.  These  two  continue  up  to  the  present.  • 
^Finland  Conf.  began  to  report  in  1919,  when  Miss  Mandi  Weckman  was  both 
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Earliest  Conference  Secretaries 
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Mrs.  G.  E.  Gordon 
(Central) 


Mrs.  Chas.  Paulson 
(Eastern) 


Mrs.  G.  E.  Kallstedt 
(Northern  and  Cal.) 
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Conference  Secretaries 


Mrs.  H.  A.  Peterson 


O 


Mrs.  Emily  Carlson 
Sec.  Literature 
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Long  Time  Conference  Treasurers 


Lydia  Peterson  Carlson 


Mrs.  Aug.  Nelson 


Mrs.  J.  T.  Wigren 


Alice  V.  Johnson 
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Present  Conference  Secretaries 


Mrs.  0.  J.  Lundberg 
(Western  Div.) 


Mrs.  Louise  Whyman 
(Eastern  Conf.) 


Mrs.  H.  B.  Thurston 
(Northern  Div.) 


Ruth  S.  Gordon 
Sec.  Central  Div. 
Editor  “Sandebudet”  Dept. 
—37— 


THE  CONTRIBUTION  OF  SWEDISH  METHODISM 


Sweden  Conference  Secretaries 


(Reading  from  left  to  right) — Winnie  M.  Gabrielson,  Or¬ 
ganizer,  Swedish  Work;  Pres..,  Mrs.  Anna  Lellky;  Vice- 
pres.,  Miss  Louise  Erickson;  Sec.,  Miss  Maria  Johansson. 


Treas.,  Miss  Hilda  Lofgren 
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Finland  Conference  Officers 


(Reading  from  left  to  right)— Pres.,  Mrs.  Edith  Larson; 
Sec.,  Mrs.  Dagny  Walters;  Treas.,  Miss  Mandi  Weckman. 


Hospital,  East  Gate,  Korea,  (See  p.  Cl) 
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CHAPTER  IV 

Our  Missionaries 

It  has  been,  not  only  a  great  pleasure  but  also  an 
inspiration,  to  me  to  get  in  closer  touch  with  our  mis¬ 
sionaries,  through  correspondence  made  necessary  to 
gather  information  for  the  following  life  sketches.  We 
feel  this  little  book  would  more  than  reward  its  com¬ 
pilers  did  it  contain  only  these  little  sketches  with  their 
simply  told  story  of  sacrificial  giving  of  all  for  their  sis¬ 
ters  of  other  landes,  that  they  may  know  Him,  “Whom 
to  know  is  eternal  life.” 

We  hope  many  young  women  may  become  inspired, 
through  reading  this  chapter,  to  go  fcrth  to  take  up  the 
work  where  others  have  left  off  that  it  may  continue 
until  every  one  shall  have  heard  tne  glad  tidings. 

RUTH  S.  GORDON. 

MARY  Eo  OLSON 

Mary  Olson  was  born  in  Vasa,  Minnesota,  Nov.  2, 
1873.  while  her  father  was  the  pastor  in  the  Swedish 
Methodist  church  there,  but  because  of  his  poor  health, 
he  was  forced  to  leave  the  active  service,  and  moved  with 
his  family  to  a  farm  near  Afton,  Minn.,  when  Mary  was 
but  three  years  old.  Her  early  education  was  in  the  neai- 
by  district  school,  until  she  went  to  the  Normal  school 
in  River  Falls,  Wis.,  after  which  she  taught  school  until 
she  could  enter  the  Hamline  University.  She  could  not 
complete  her  course  continuously,  but  must  teach  school 
for  about  two  and  a  half  years  to  get  money  to  finish  her 
work,  but  in  1903  she  graduated  from  this  college. 

Growing  up  in  a  home  where  religion  was  a  matter 
of  first  concern,  her  religious  life  became  strong  and  firm 
as  the  years  went  on.  Concerning  her  own  experience, 
she  says  she  did  not  know  of  any  definite  time  when 
she  was  converted,  but  it  was  more  like  the  coming  to  ma¬ 
turity  of  a  flower,  whose  seed  had  been  planted  m  good 
ground,  and  nurtured,  never  needing  to  be  transplanted. 
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Her  father’s  own  testimony  to  her  early  life  was,  that  as 
a  child,  she  always  loved  good  books,  and  delighted  to 
study  the  Bible.  She  loved  the  revival  meetings  and  the 
camp  meetings.  She  was  early  interested  in  the  mission¬ 
ary  work,  but  felt  her  definite  call  to  it  while  a  student 
at  Hamline  University. 

Minneapolis  Branch  needed  a  missionary  for  Penang, 
Malaysia,  and  she  was  accepted  and  sailed  out  there  in 
August,  1903.  She  had  expected  to  become  associated 
with  Miss  Ellis,  but  on  arrival  at  midnight,  Oct.  7th, 
found  that  on  account  of  broken  health,  Miss  Ellis 
had  sailed  home,  so  their  boats  had  met  in  the  Indian 
Ocean,  and  with  no  experience  or  knowledge  of  the  work, 
had  to  step  into  her  place  at  the  head  of  the  Anglo-Chin- 
ese  School  for  girls,  in  addition  to  the  superintendency  of 
the  Deaconess  home  and  school.  No  wonder  she  trembled 
at  assuming  such  heavy  responsibility,  but  He  who  had 
sent  her,  had  promised,  “Lo,  I  am  with  you  always”,  and 
He  never  failed  her,  was  her  testimony.  We  are  not  sur¬ 
prised  to  hear  one  of  her  co-workers  say  of  her,  “She 
seems  to  be  just  the  right  woman  in  the  right  place:” 

However,  we  cannot  think  of  Fairfield  Girls’  School, 
Singapore,  without  connecting  the  name  of  Mary  Olson 
with  it.  For  a  long  period  of  years  that  was  her  field 
of  labor,  and  she  built  up  that  wonderful  school  for 
English-speaking  Chinese  girls  to  a  place  of  real  sig¬ 
nificance  in  that  great  educational  center  of  Singapore, 
a  school  numbering  between  four  and  five  hundred  girls. 
She  is  now  in  charge  of  Nind  Home  for  girls,  and  also  in 
charge  of  the  Methodist  Girls’  School,  with  an  enrollment 
of  about  six  hundred  day  scholars.  This  is  said  to  be 
the  largest  boarding  school,  as  well  as  largest  day 
school  in  the  conference.  These  are  also  in  Singapore. 
In  the  latter  are  girls  of  all  races  and  nationalities.  Truly, 
we  rejoice  at  the  large  contribution  made  by  this  woman 
of  God  to  the  girlhood  and  womanhood  of  Malaysia. 

W.  M.  G. 
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HILDA  MARIE  SWAN 
Appointed  1904 

It  seemed  very  fitting  that  the  first  answer  to  the 
questionaire  sent  out  should  come  from  the  first  mission¬ 
ary  sent  out  by  our  newly  organized  Swedish  work. 

Hilda  Marie  Swan  comes  from  a  parsonage  family. 
She  set  an  example  by  going  to  the  foreign  field  which 
has  been  followed  by  a  brother  and  a  niece.  She  was  born 
at  Sarowville,  Nebraska,  June  23. 

“The  call  came  to  me,”  Miss  Swan  writes,  “After  the 
need  of  a  missionary  for  Pakur,  India,  had  been  presented 
to  me.  Mrs.  Gordon  had  received  a  letter  from  Pakur 
telling  of  their  need  and  she  felt  very  strongly  that  I 
should  go.  I  did  not  feel  so  about  it  at  first,  but  latei 
when  several  others  who  were  training  for  missionary 
service  had  been  approached  and  each  had  given  an  ex¬ 
cuse  that  they  could  not  go,  it  came  to  me  very  distinctly 
that  God  was  calling  me  to  go.  After  some  little  strug¬ 
gle  I  promised  to  go  if  He  would  open  the  way.  This  He 
did  and  I  was  happy  to  go.”  She  was  sent  out  by  North¬ 
western  and  Topeka  branches,  leaving  after  General  Ex¬ 
ecutive  1904.  Miss  Swan  was  then  a  member  of  Bethany 
Swedish  church,  Chicago.  Her  first  appointment  was  to 
evangelistic  work.  Miss  Swan  has  also  served  in  educa¬ 
tional,  medical  and  industrial  work,  having  laid  a  solid 
foundation  for  others  to  build  upon  and  Pakur  has  a 
bright  future  with  its  many  native  workers. 

As  to  her  greatest  joy  in  service,  she  writes,  “I  think 
my  greatest  joy  in  service  has  been  to  see  so  many  of 
those  who  were  girls,  in  the  school  go  out  into  Christian 
work,  some  as  teachers,  some  as  Bible  women  and  some 
as  nurses.  Others  have  founded  Christian  homes  and  are 
bringing  up  their  children  to  love  Jesus  Christ.” 

PAULINE  GRAND8TRAND 

Appointed  1905 

One  of  our  first  young  women  to  go  out  from  our 
Swedish  churches  was  Miss  Pauline  Grandstrand,  who 
came  from  the  north.  She  was  born  in  Sandia,  Minnesota, 
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June  8.  A  call  came  to  her  during  a  serious  illness  when 
she  promised  to  do  God’s  will  if  he  would  restore  her 
health.  This  happened  in  a  most  marvelous  way  and  is 
r.  wonder  to  us  all.  She  was  sent  out  by  Minneapolis 
branch  to  Pakur,  India,  April  1905,  being  then  a  member 
of  Lindstrom,  Minn,  church. 

“During  twenty-four  years,”  Miss  Grandstrand  writes, 
“I  have  served  in  Pakur  only.  For  eight  years  I  was  in 
charge  of  Industrial  work  and  also  supervised  the  Ben¬ 
gali  Evangelistic  work  for  several  years.  My  mam  work 
has  been  among  the  Santals.  Since  1905  I  have  had  the 
Evangelistic  work  among  them.” 

Miss  Grandstrand  has  established  a  wonderful  piece 
of  work  among  the  Santals  which  is  outstanding  even  in 
India.  She  writes  the  following:  “My  greatest  reward 
in  service  has  been  to  see  the  work  among  the  Santals 
from  its  beginnings  and  compare  it  with  the  present.  In 
1905  we  began  the  work  with  nothing,  today  we  have  a 
large  Boarding  School,  our  trained  teachers  and  village 
workers.  In  the  villages  we  have  six  circuits  with 
churches,  day  schools  and  many  fine  Christian  people. 
The  happiest  moments  of  my  life  is  to  live  out  in  the  vil¬ 
lages  where  the  multitudes  are  and  to  them  introduce 
Jesus  Christ,  my  Saviour.  We  have  just  finished  our 
summer  school  for  village  women.  This  year  there  were 
thirty-five  attending  the  classes  every  day  for  six  days. 
We  had  seven  classes  daily.  These  women  have  all  been 
converted  from  heathenism  very  recently.  It  was  a  great 
joy  to  see  how  well  they  did  in  their  examinations.  They 
left  their  homes  and  house  duties  in  order  to  come  here 
to  receive  spiritual  help.  One  of  our  first  girls  who  came 
into  our  Boarding  School  has  just  been  married.  I  attend¬ 
ed  her  wedding  out  in  her  village.  The  wedding  was  purely 
Santali,  but  all  heathen  ideas  were  taken  out.  Every  thing 
done  and  said  announced  the  fact  they  were  Christians. 
It  was  a  beautiful  wedding.  The  father  gave  the  daughter 
away  and  the  mother  attended  the  wedding  ceremony  in 
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the  church.  The  heathen  custom  is  for  the  mother  never 
to  show  herself  on  the  daughter’s  wedding  day. 

It  is  also  a  thrilling  experience  to  see  our  own  girls 
and  boys  come  back  to  us  from  Training  Schools,  High 
Schools  and  Colleges  ready  for  service  here. 

JUDITH  ERICSON 

Miss  Judith  Ericson  was  born  in  Galesburg,  Illinois, 

January  24„ - -,  where  she  was  reared  and  where  she 

returns  for  furlough  to  be  greeted  by  a  host  of  friends. 

As  to  her  call  to  the  mission  field  she  has  this  to 
say:  “From  the  time  when  my  father  died,  when  I  was 
fourteen  years  old  and  he  on  his  death-bed  placed  his 
hands  upon  my  head  invoking  God’s  blessing  upon  me,  I 
felt  that  God  called  me  to  be  a  missionary.  As  the  years 
went  by  and  I  studied  His  word  and  prayed  for  guidance, 
I  received  the  call  so  definitely  that  I  was  compelled  to 
go.” 

She  was  sent  out  by  Topeka  Branch,  October  1906, 
going  to  Belgaum,  India.  She  was  then  a  member  of 
Swedish  church  of  Galesburg,  Illinois. 

Miss  Ericson  has  been  in  Evangelistic  work  and  su¬ 
pervising  Boarding  Schools,  and  Day  Schools  in  Belgaum 
and  Raichur,  India.  She  has  completed  three  full  terms  of 
service,  consisting  of  a  little  more  than  six  years  each  and 
is  now  in  America  on  her  third  furlough.  She  writes  of 
her  work  as  follows:  “During  that  time  in  addition  to  my 
Evangelistic  and  school  work  it  has  been  my  privilege 
to  build  up  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  plants 
in  these  two  stations.  This  has  been  real  pioneer  work, 
consisting  of  blasting  out  rocks,  digging  a  well  and 
building  widow’s  quarters,  school  houses,  dormitories, 
bungalows,  teachers’  quarters  and  all  other  buildings 
necessary  for  our  large  families  of  over  a  hundred  girls 
in  each  station. 

Through  it  all  we  havehad  as  our  motto:  Ps.  127:1, 
‘Except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  they  labour  in  vain  that 
build  it.’  For  verily  had  the  Lord  not  been  our  helper  we 
could  never  have  accomplished  this  task  with  the  un- 
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skilled  workmen  upon  whom  we  had  to  depend.’’ 

Her  greatest  reward  in  service  has  been  the  joy  of 
heathenism  and  into  the  glorious  light  of  the  gospel  of 
Christ.  “Many  of  our  girls,”  she  continues,  “have  really 
Christ.  “Many  of  our  girls,”  she  continues,  have  really 
learned  to  know  Jesus  as  their  personal  Saviour.  I  have 
also  been  privileged  to  see  the  prophecy  of  Isa.  36:1,  lit¬ 
erally  fulfilled  before  my  eyes:  ‘The  wilderness  and  the 
solitary  places  shall  be  glad  for  them;  and  the  desert 
shall  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose’.” 

CAROLINE  C„  NELSON 

Miss  Caroline  Nelson  is  a  native  of  Rock  Island,  Ill., 
born  on  Jan.  5th,  1881.  In  her  infancy,  the  family  moved 
out  to  Oakland,  Nebr.,  where  she  lived  until  her  college 
days.  When  just  a  child,  a  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Hanson  went 
out  from  the  Baptist  church  of  her  town,  to  Burmah. 
Their  going  put  the  idea  of  missions  in  her  mind,  and  one 
day  in  arguing  about  it  with  a  neighboring  young  man, 
he  turned  to  her  and  said,”  “You’ll  be  a  missionary  yet.” 
“The  words  went  through  me  like  a  two-edged  sword,  and 
remained  with  me  all  thru  my  youth,  tho  never  mention¬ 
ing  the  matter  to  anyone  until  I  was  a  Junior  in  the 
State  University  of  Nebraska,  when  I  signed  the  Student 
Volunteer  pledge,  February,  27,  1905.” 

While  in  the  University,  Miss  Nelson  held  her  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Swedish  M.  E.  Church  in  Lincoln,  Nebr. 
Upon  her  graduation,  with  Phi  Beta  Kappa  honors,  she 
was  sent  out  under  the  Topeka  Branch  to  India.  She 
and  her  sister,  Lavinia,  were  in  the  Jubilee  party  that 
went  out  in  1906,  where  she  was  appointed  to  educational 
work  in  the  Meerut  Girls’  School,  known  as  the  Howard 
Pleasted  Memorial.  Her  first  term  of  service  was  given 
to  this  school,  the  last  three  of  which  Winnie  Gabrielson 
was  her  associate.  After  the  first  furlough,  she  was  re¬ 
turned  to  the  same  school,  giving  another  term  of  ser¬ 
vice  there.  The  third  term  was  given  to  the  Avery  Girls’ 
School,  in  Ajmere,  together  with  her  sister.  This  was 
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somewhat  shortened  however,  because  of  her  ill  health, 
so  she  had  to  come  back  to  the  homeland  in  1926,  since 
which  time  she  has  been  caring  for  her  aged  mother,  who 
became  an  invalid,  but  has  just  passed  away,  Aug.  2,  1929. 

Aside  from  the  high  scholastic  standard  she  has  up¬ 
held  in  the  schools  with  which  she  has  been  connected, 
her  great  satisfaction  was  in  keeping  the  girls  well  and 
strong.  In  a  terrible  plague  epidemic  in  Meerut,  during 
her  first  term,  and  also1  during  the  influenza  epidemic  of 
1918,  there  were  no  deaths.  But  the  highest  joy  of  all, 
was  seeing  Christian  ideals  taking  hold  of  the  lives  of  the 
girls,  and  that  many  of  them  went  into  active  Christian 
service.  She  expects  soon  to  return  to  India. 

Some  years  ago,  when  the  two  sisters  were  attend¬ 
ing  a  Branch  meeting  in  Denver,  their  mother  accom¬ 
panied  them,  and  when  missionary  mothers  were  in¬ 
troduced,  her  simple  but  eloquent  response  to  the  greet¬ 
ing  was,  “Silver  and  gold  have  I  none,  but  such  as  I 
have  that  give  I  unto  Thee.” 

E.  LAVINIA  NELSON 

Like  her  sister,  Caroline,  she  was  born  in  Rock  Island, 
Ill.  She  became  a  successful  teacher  in  the  Nebraska 
schools.  Hearing  an  appeal  by  John  R.  Mott,  and  also 
reading  some  of  his  books,  called  her  attention  to  the 
foreign  fields,  and  the  need  for  teachers  being  ,so  great, 
she  gladly  responded  to  it.  The  fact  of  her  sister’s  de¬ 
cision  in  becoming  a  student  volunteer  also  had  a  great 
influence  over  her,  and  they  sailed  together.  Her  first 
term  of  service  was  in  the  Avery  Girls’  School  in  Ajmere, 
India.  During  the  second  term,  she  served  two  years  in 
the  Rajputant  Orphange,  two  years  in  the  Girls’  School 
in  Lahore,  and  a  year  together  with  Caroline  in  Meerut. 
The  last  term  found  her  again  in  the  Ajmere  school. 

Her  joy  in  the  service  is  best  expressed  in  her  own 
words,  “The  happiest  moments  have  been  when  I  was  sur¬ 
rounded  by  a  class  of  young  girls,  sharing  with  them  the 
experience  that  Jesus  is  the  Bread  of  Life.  Being  in  a 
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company  of  missionaries  is  the  next  thing  that  has  con¬ 

tributed  most  to  my  happiness.  The  realization  that  God 
is  ready  to  have  the  co-operation  of  each  of  his  followers 
in  bringing  about  His  Kingdom,  is  a  source  of  happiness. 
I  also  found  that  nothing  gives  the  children  more  happi¬ 
ness  that  working  together  to  help  in  a  common  cause, 
such  as  our  Baby  Fold.” 


EUGENIA  NORBERG 
Appointed  1907 

Miss  Eugenia  Norberg  was  born  in  Sweden  at  Boll- 
nas.  She  received  a  definite  call  to  give  her  life  and  tal¬ 
ents  to  the  work  on  the  foreign  field  through  serving  in 
the  homeland  in  connection  with  the  Epworth  League  and 
Deaconess  work,  having  graduated  from  Chicago  Training 

School. 

She  was  sent  out  by  Northwestern  Branch  to  Asan- 
sol,  India,  1907,  and  was  at  that  time  a  member  of  Fifth 
Ave.  church,  Chicago.  She  has  held  the  following  appoint¬ 
ments  on  the  field:  Asansol  Evangelistic,  Day  School  and 
Widows  Home,  Calcutta  Anglo  Indian  Orphange,  Pakur 
Industrial  School,  Evangelistic  and  Medical  Work,  Gomoh 
Evangelistic  Work,  Pakur  Industrial  School,  Girls  Board¬ 
ing  School  and  Hostel  department.  Miss  Norberg  is  now 
back  in  active  service  after  a  prolonged  furlough  due  to 

ill  health. 

She  writes  of  her  happiness  in  service  as  follows: 
“My  greatest  reward  in  the  service  as  well  as  my  hap¬ 
piest  moments  have  been  and  are  when  I  really  can  see  a 
change  in  the  lives  of  those  whom  I  have  tried  to  help. 
I  feel  rewarded  and  happy  when  I  see  the  girls  and  wo¬ 
men  whom  I  have  had  the  privilege  to  help  and  tram, 
came  back  to  us  trained  as  teachers,  nurses  and  Bible 
women  and  not  the  least  those  who  are  making  up  our 
Christian  homes  in  the  villages.” 
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JENNIE  BORG  LAWRENCE 
Appointed  in  1907 

One  of  the  fine  contributions  of  the  Middle  West  to 
the  cause  of  missions  in  China,  was  the  sending  of  this 
young  woman.  Grown  up  in  the  wholesome  atmosphere 
of  the  farm,  giving  her  a  strong  physique,  she  brought  a 
physical  fitness  to  her  chosen  profession,  that  of  nurse. 
Her  home  church  was  known  as  the  Looking  Glass  Chaige, 
near  Lindsay,  Nebr.,  and  here  she  had  early  Christian  nur¬ 
ture.  Then  she  took  her  nurse  training  in  the  Omaha 
Methodist  Hospital,  and  after  some  practical  experience, 
she  entered  the  Chicago  Training  School,  and  finished 
the  Bible  training  course,  after  which  she  was  sent  out 
to  one  of  our  very  distant  fields  in  West  China,  being 
stationed  in  Chengtu.  She  was  appointed  in  1907,  and 
remained  in  this  work  until  in  1915,  she  became  the  wife 
of  the  District  Superintendent,  Rev.  B.  F.  Lawrence,  and 
continued  with  him  in  this  same  field. 

Due  to  the  unsettled  conditions  on  the  field,  they 
were  compelled  to  come  home,  and  are  still  at  this  time 
in  Seattle,  Wash. 

(Picture  has  not  reached  us  in  time  for  the  printing 
of  the  book.) 

ANNA  CHARLOTTA  LINDBLAD 

Came  from  one  of  Sweden’s  oldest  cities,  being  bom 

in  Malmo,  July  29,  - .  When  asked  how  she  received 

her  call  to  the  mission  field  she  answered:  “As  long  as 
I  can  remember  there  was  always  a  longing  in  my  heart 
to  go  out  as  a  missionary.  The  influence  in  Sunday 
school  helped  shape  my  life.  My  Sunday  school  teacher 
told  me  years  afterward  that  I  used  to  say,  when  a  child: 
“When  I  am  old  enough  I  am  going  to  be  a  missionary.” 

Miss  Lindblad  was  sent  out  by  New  England  Branch, 
1908.  She  went  to  Cleungking,  China,  where  she  was 
engaged  in  Evangelistic  and  school  work.  Later  Indus¬ 
trial  school  for  women. 

Her  greatest  reward  in  service  has  been,  that  the  wo¬ 
men  and  children  learned  to  love  her  and  to  feel  that  she 
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lived  among  them,  because  she  loved  them  so  much  that 
she  was  happier  out  there  than  when  home  on  furlough. 
Miss  Lindblad  adds:  “The  way  I  now  feel  is  that  I  wish 
I  had  given  more  of  myself  to  them  than  I  did  during  my 
nearly  twenty  years  in  their  midst.  The  letters  and  greet¬ 
ings  of  love  which  I  receive  now  from  my  Chinese  friends 
are  very  dear  to  me  and  I  should  love  more  than  anything 
else  to  go  right  back  to  them  for  another  twenty  years, 
if  my  health  permitted  it. 

“One  day  in  talking  to  the  women  they  asked  among 
other  things,  how  it  was  that  I  could  be  happy  so  far  away 
from  home.  I  told  them  that  I,  in  my  homeland,  heard 
about  the  women  in  China,  that  they  did  not  know  of  our 
Jesus,  so  I  felt  I  must  come  here  to  tell  them  about  him. 
They  looked  at  each  other  and  nodding  their  heads  said: 
‘She  must  love  us  if  she  could  leave  her  father  and 
mother  and  homeland  to  come  out  here,  so  many  thous¬ 
ands  of  miles  to  tell  us  this.’ 

“I  felt  in  my  heart,  then  a  feeling  of  great  thankful¬ 
ness  that  my  work  was  among  the  women  in  China.” 

Miss  Lindblad  has  retired  from  active  service  but  is 
doing  deputational  work  for  the  Society  in  Sweden,  when 
her  health  permits  her  to  travel.  She  resides  in  Lin- 
koping. 

WINNIE  M.  GABRIELSON 
Appointed  1908 

One  of  the  young  women  who  was  to  give  outstand¬ 
ing  service  to  our  Swedish  work  is  Winnie  M.  Gabiielson. 
Born  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  Nov.  5th  She  became  interested 
in  missions  in  early  childhood  and  writes  that  theie  was 
hardly  a  day  that  her  father  did  not  pray  for  the  mission¬ 
ary  cause  at  the  famly  altar.  The  definite  call  came  to 
her  at  eighteen  years  of  age  in  Andover,  Ill.,  while  praying 
alone  in  her  room.  As  her  health  was  very  poor  at  that 
time  she  never  dreamed  that  she  would  ever  be  able  to 
go.  The  family  moved  to  Denver  and  Miss  Gabrielson 
was  restored  to  health.  Again  she  heard  the  call  to  give 
her  life  to  foreign  missionary  work  and  consulted  with 
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Mrs.  Mary  Wilson,  correspondence  secretary  of  Colorado 

conference.  Her  father  being  a  Methodist  minister,  the 
family  again  moved,  this  time  to  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  where 
she  came  in  contract  with  Miss  Watson  and  was  accepted 
by  the  Society.  Miss  Gabrielson  was  sent  out  by  the  To¬ 
peka  Branch,  being  accepted  in  1907  but  detained  at  home 
for  organization  work.  She  sailed  in  the  fall  of  1908, 
spending  six  weeks  in  Sweden,  enroute,  to  organize  work 
sthere,  Mrs.  Gordon  having  received  an  urgent  appeal  that 
"some  one  be  sent  to  help  the  women  of  Sweden  to  organize 
a  Missionary  Society.  On  arriving  in  India,  Jan.  1909, 
during  session  of  N.  N.  India  conference  which  convened 
at  Muttra  her  first  appointment  was  to  Meerut  Girls 
School  together  with  Miss  Caroline  Nelson.  She  was  a 
member  of  Oakland,  Nebraska  church  when  transferred 

to  India. 

Miss  Gabrielson  has  held  the  following  appointments: 
1909-1914,  Meerut  Girls  School,  with  last  two  years  as 
principal.  1914-15  Evangelistic  work,  Meerut  District,  lo¬ 
cated  at  Ghaziabad.  1915-17  at  home  on  furlough  when 
she  itinerated  in  nearly  all  the  Swedish  conferences.  1917- 
22  Evangelistic  work,  Muzaffarnagar  District,  and  one 
year  in  charge  of  Roorkee  Girls  Primary  school,  opening 
that  work.  Enroute  home  on  furlough,  three  months  were 
spent  in  Sweden  holding  a  series  of  Institutes  in  eveiy 
part  of  the  country  culminating  in  a  convention  at  Stock¬ 
holm.  Reached  America  June  1922.  Miss  Gabrielson  was 
sent  as  Lay  delegate  to  the  General  conference  at  Spring- 
field,  Mass.,  1924,  representing  the  Western  Swedish  con¬ 
ference.  She  again  visited  the  Scandinavian  countries, 
attending  conferences  in  Sweden,  Norway,  Denmark  and 
Finland,  finishing  with  a  convention  in  Gothenburg.  Since 
the  fall  of  1925  she  has  been  pastor  of  two  churches  in 
Kansas,  residing  at  Wayne,  Kansas. 

Miss  Gabrielson  writes  of  her  reward  in  service  as 
follows:  “Never  a  sacrifice  with  out  an  overwhelming 

compensation.  Linking  one’s  life  with  a  world  cause,  has 
brought  world  knowledge  by  travel,  fellowship  and  friend¬ 
ship  with  the  best  people  in  the  various  countries,  the  un- 
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speakable  joy  of  God’s  approval  in  my  life  and  being  a 
fellcw-yokesman  with  Jesus  Christ,  the  eternal  Son  of 
God.  If  there  were  no  hereafter  that  were  reward  enough. 
Yet  this  is  but  a  little  foretaste  of  what  the  long  and 
beautiful  eternities  of  God  will  hold.  The  constant  mar¬ 
vel  to  my  soul  has  been  how  much  God  has  given  to  me 
for  so  little  given  to  Him.” 

NAOMI  ALMEDA  ANDERSON 

Appointed  1910 

Again  we  find  one  of  the  children  of  the  parsonage 
among  our  volunteers  for  the  foreign  work. 

Naomi  Almeda  Anderson  was  born  in  the  parsonage 
at  Burlington,  Iowa,  October  16. 

She  writes,  “My  father  was  a  Methodist  preacher, 
very  much  interested  in  foreign  missions,  so  I  heard  it 
preached  and  discussed  both  in  church  and  at  home,  as 
mother  also  was  deeply  interested  in  missionary  work. 
When  Mrs.  Alma  Jacobson  Keventer,  then  Miss  Jacobson, 
A.  W.  F.  M.  S.  missionary  came  from  India  to  organize 
auxiliaries  in  the  Swedish  churches,  mother  and  I  both  be¬ 
came  charter  members  of  the  Bethany  church,  Chicago, 
auxiliary.  Later  when  Miss  Hilda  Swan  had  been  in  India 
under  the  W.  F.  M.  S.  for  one  term  of  service  and  her 
furlough  was  due,  ,she  wrote  me  urging  me  to  go  to  the 
Northwestern  Branch  meeting  1910  and  submit  my  name 
to  be  sent  to  relive  her.  Having  finished  nurse  training 
that  summer,  I  went  and  submitted  my  name,  feeling 
sure  that  I  would  not  be  accepted. 

“Miss  Julia  Kipp  was  present  having  returned  from 
India  broken  in  health,  after  three  years.  Her  sister  Dr. 
Cora  Kipp  had  just  sailed  for  India  to  relieve  Dr.  Gini- 
son  whose  furlough  was  due  and  Miss  Julia  pleaded  for 
a  nurse  to  be  sent  to  assist  her  so  that  she  too  need  not 
break  under  the  heavy  burden.  This  appeal  touched  the 
hearts  of  the  women  and  the  West  Wisconsin  Conference 
immediately  plendged  the  support  of  a  nurse  and  I  was 
asked  if  I  would  go.  I  could  not  refuse  this  definite  call 
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to  work  for  which  I  was  prepared.  I  would  rather  have 
gone  to  Korea  where  my  brother  went  that  same  year,  but 
thee  was  no  call  for  a  nurse  from  Korea  that  year.  This 
call  was  so  urgent  that  I  was  sent  home  to  prepare  to 
sail  within  two  weeks. 

“A  short  time  after  my  arrival  in  Bareilly,  India,  Bish¬ 
op  and  Mrs.  McDowell  came  on  their  trip  around  the 
world  and  knowing  my  father,  both  the  Bishop  and  his 
wife  took  an  interest  in  me.  Hearing  that  I  wished  to 
be  with  my  brother  in  Korea,  they  conferred  with  him, 
after  they  had  seen  the  new  W.  F.  M.  S.  hospital  at  East 
Gate  Sioul  and  Mrs.  McDowell  on  arriving  home  made  ar¬ 
rangements  for  me  to  be  transferred  to  Korea.  After 
spending  a  year  at  Bareilly  I  was  sent  to  Seoul,  Korea.” 

Miss  Anderson  served  at  East  Gate  Hospital,  Seoul, 
Korea,  1912-1919.  She  then  came  home  to  care  for  her 
father,  who  had  been  left  alone  following  the  death  of  her 
mother.  Thinking  she  would  spend  many  years  at  home 
she  resigned  from  our  Society.  Her  father,  however,  lived 
only  two  years  and  finding  she  was  no  longer  needed  at 
home  she  felt  that  her  loss  of  parents  could  best  be  for¬ 
gotten  in  service  for  others.  The  W.  F.  M.  S.  had  just 
sent  two  nurses  to  East  Gate  Hospital.  Miss  Anderson’s 
brother,  Dr.  Garfield  Anderson  was  then  superintendent 
of  the  Hall  Memorial  Hospital  in  Pyeng  Yang,  so  he 
wrote  and  asked  her  to  come  there  under  Board  of  For¬ 
eign  Missions.  She  accepted  the  offer  and  worked  for 
a  term  of  six  years,  1921-1927.  She  was  then  asked  to 
return  to  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  and  was 
sent  out  under  appointment  as  Laboratory  Technician  to 
the  Union  Christian  Hospital,  Pyeng  Yang,  1928. 

As  to  her  reward  in  service  she  has  this  to  say:  One 
of  the  rewards  of  service  is  the  fine  contacts  we  have,  as 
missionaries,  with  so  many  of  the  best  and  finest  people 
of  the  world.  And  then  the  simple,  childlike,  but  strong 
Christian  faith  of  the  Korean  people  and  theii  eagerness 
to  learn.  This  has  been  a  great  inspiration  and  blessing 
to  me.  My  happiest  moments  are  those  when  I  realize 
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that  God  has  counted  me  worthy  to  help  even  in  a  small 
way  to  bring  the  message  of  hope  and  cheer  and  life  to 
some  of  the  Korean  people. 

MARIE  LARSSON 

Information  has  failed  to  reach  us  concerning  this 
worker,  whose  home  was  in  Skafde,  Sweden,  and  who 
was  accepted  by  the  Topeka  Branch  in  1911,  and  appointed 
to  West  China.  In  1926,  due  to  health  reasons,  she  re¬ 
tired  from  the  active  service,  and  is  now  resident  in  Swe¬ 
den. 


Mrs.  JOHN  NORMAN  HOLLISTER 

Agnes  Lillian  Henschen  Hollister  was  born  in  beauti¬ 
ful  Stockholm,  Sweden,  April  25, - . 

The  influence  of  her  parents  is  given  as  leading  up 
to  her  call  to  special  service  on  the  foreign  field.  “Es¬ 
pecially  that  of  my  father,”  she  says,  “brought  a  call 
through  years  of  home  training.”  She  went  out  from 
Pacific  Branch,  January,  1915,  and  was  then  a  member  of 
Swedish  church  at  Los  Angeles,  California. 

Mrs.  Hollister’s  first  appointment  on  the  field  was  to 
Girls  School  in  Ajmere  U.  P.,  India  and  she  went  from 
there  to  Kindergarten  Training  Department  of  Normal 
School  in  Isabella  Thoburn  College,  Lucknow,  India.  She 
was  married  November  22,  1916  to  Rev.  John  N.  Hollister 
of  Lucknow  Christian  College.  Finished  first  term  in  that 
college.  In  1921  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hollister  were  appointed  to 
Kumaou  District  in  Himalaya  Mountains.  They  are  now 
on  their  way  back  to  this  field,  after  a  forced  furlough 
of  three  years  to  benefit  health  of  a  little  son. 

“I  loved  the  kindergarten  work,”  she  said,  “and  there 
was  one  India  student  who  was  especially  dear  to  me  for 
years  after  I  left  the  W.  F.  M.  S.  work.  When  I  married 
my  work  became  more,  especially  helping  my  husband  be 
as  successful  as  possible.  The  home  and  my  children  are 
still  my  greatest  interest,  my  chief  duty  and  in  a  sense 
my  chief  reward  for  these  years  of  labor.  As  they  gro\y 
up  I  will  be  freer  for  the  more  complete  return  to  regular 
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missionary  work.  We  never  lose  contact  with  our  Indian 
women,  however,  and  spend  many  hours  talking  and  work¬ 
ing  with  them.  A,s  I  return  this;  time,  it  is  with  a  par¬ 
ticular  and  one  special  prayer— God  help  me  bring  the 
resurrection  hope  to  the  desolate  hearts  of  India’s  be¬ 
reaved  mothers,  ‘0,  the  anguish  of  hearts  that  have  lost 
their  children  and  know  not  where  they  have  gone.’ 
Transmigration  and  the  14th  chapter  of  St.  John — what 
a  world  of  difference. 

ELIZABETH  OLSON 

Appointed  1915 

Elizabeth  Olson  was  born  at  Ofton,  Minnesota,  March 
16.  She  writes,  “My  father  and  mother  were  the  persons 
most  influential  in  my  decision  to  be  a  missionary  of  the 
cross.  The  decision  was  made  soon  after  my  conver¬ 
sion.”  After  eight  years  in  the  foreign  field  Miss  Olson 
was  accepted  and  sent  out  by  the  Minneapolis  Branch  to 
Malaipia.  She  held  appointments  in  Singapore  and  two 
years  in  Malacca.  Her  work  was  in  Boarding  and  Day 
schools  and  also  evangelistic  work.  At  present  Miss  Ol¬ 
son’s  work  is  in  connection  with  a  home  for  children — 
a  baby  fold  at  Shamen,  Canton,  China:  “Which,”  she 
writes,  “with  the  help  of  God  and  kind  friends  we  have 
opened.  The  need  is  so  great  in  China  for  this  work. 
Little  is  done  because  of  its  costs.  It  is  hard  on  workers 
and  on  funds.  But  our  Father  has  a  rich  supply.  If  our 
faith  fail  not  we  will  continue  by  His  grace.” 

The  reward  in  service,  she  writes:  “Is  .seeing  the 
minds  of  the  boys  and  girls  open  up  to  the  truth  and  the 
truth  taking  hold  upon  their  hearts  and  seeing  them  yield 
to  Christ,  then  watching  the  transformation  of  their  lives. 
The  happiest  moments  have  been  listening  to  their  testi¬ 
mony  for  Christ.  One  of  the  girls  in  our  Bible  class  in 
Singapore  was  the  only  daughter  of  a  widowed  mother. 
The  mother,  a  heathen,  soon  observed  the  devotion  of  her 
daughter  to  her  Bible.  She  took  her  out  of  school.  We 
called  but  the  mother  after  beating  around  for  an  ex- 
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cuse  finally  said:  ‘You  know  she  is  my  only  child.  She 
is  leaving  our  religion  and  I  shall  have  no  one  to  worship 
me  in  the  next  world.’  The  girl  was  lost  to  us  seemingly. 
But  we  trusted  God  to  keep  His  word  upon  her  heart. 
Several  years  passed,  then  she  came  into  the  school  one 
day  bringing  her  own  children  to  enter  them  into  the 
teaching  she  learned  to  love.  It  was  not  lost.” 

MARIA  A.  J.  JOHANSSON 

In  the  fall  of  1908,  when  Miss  Gabrielson  visited 
Sweden  enroute  to  India,  when  speaking  to  the  students 
in  the  Theological  School  in  Uppsala,  there  were  two 
young  women  studying  there,  in  preparation  for  work 
in  the  foreign  field.  One  of  these  was  Miss  Johansson. 
As  all  the  deaconesses  in  Sweden  are  nurse  trained,  Miss 
Johansson  had  her  training  in  this  useful  work,  finishing 
in  Germany.  It  was  Mrs.  Lellky  who  arranged  her  con¬ 
nection  with  the  W.  F.  M.  S.,  however,  and  in  1915,  she 
was  accepted  by  Topeka  Branch  and  sent  out  to  Pakur,  In¬ 
dia,  where  she  was  associated  with  the  Misses  Swan  and 
Grandstrand.  Her  health  broke  down  completely,  and 
she  was  forced  to  return  to  her  homeland,  Sweden,  be¬ 
fore  her  first  term  was  completed. 

When  Miss  Watson,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  To¬ 
peka  Branch  visited  Sweden  on  her  way  to  the  Orient  in 
1921,  she  secured  Miss  Johansson  to  take  the  work  as 
conference  secretary  in  Sweden  succeeding  Mrs.  Lellky, 
and  she  has  since  that  time  held  this  position  with  grow¬ 
ing  favor  and  success.  In  the  fall  of  1922,  she  visited 
America  for  the  first  time,  and  won  many  friends  in 
the  churches  visited.  She  has  been  invited  to  attend  the 
Sixtieth  Anniversary  at  Columbus,  Ohio.  Her  services 
are  not  confined  to  the  Sweden  conference,  but  she  has 
worked  in  Norway,  Finland  and  Denmark,  and  will  soon 
attend  a  Confreence  in  the  interests  of  the  W.  F.  M.  S. 
in  Germany.  God  has  prepared  this  capable  leader  by 
many  experiences  and  wide  contacts,  for  the  leadership 
of  our  work  in  Scandinavia. 
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ANNA  KECKMAN 

Among  the  girls  in  the  Standard  Bearer  Society  or¬ 
ganized  in  the  Lexington  Ave.  church  in  New  York,  was 
one  who  was  the  favorite,  and  a  leader,  and  upon  whom 
God  soon  laid  His  hand  for  service.  After  needed  prep¬ 
aration,  she  was  accepted  by  the  New  England  Branch, 
and  sent  out  to  China  in  1916.  Her  connection  with  our 
society  was  severed  in  1918,  when  she  married  a  mission¬ 
ary  of  the  Presbyterian  Mission,  but  that  has  not  ter¬ 
minated  her  service  for  God.  Her  name  is  now  Mrs. 
Weigel. 

ELIZABETH  SOPHIA  ROBERTS 

Elizabeth  Sophia  Roberts  was  born  in  Upplands- 

Ekeby,  Sweden  April  17, - .  “My  calling  to  the  mission 

field,”  Miss  Roberts  writes,  “came  in  early  childhood.  It 
was  in  Sunday  school  I  first  heard  of  the  need  and  when 
I  was  eight  years  old  made  my  first  promise  that,  ‘some 
day,  I  am  going  to  tell  the  children  in  far  away  lands  the 
story  about  Jesus/  My  Sunday  school  teacher  was  the 
first  one  to  inspire  me  as  he  was  a  man  of  God  and  loved 
missionary  work.  Little  did  I  then  know  what  it  would 
mean  to  get  the  needed  preparation  with  no  means  at 
hand.  Again  at  sixteen  God  called  me  definitely  at  a  mis¬ 
sionary  meeting.  When  the  collection  was  taken  there 
was  no  money  in  my  pocketbook  and  it  grieved  me  a  good 
deal.  My  sister  gave  ten  kronor  which  she  had  earned.  I 
did  not  have  any  and  yet  I  wanted  to  give  something  to 
the  Lord,  so  when  the  time  came  for  prayer  I  prayed  for 
the  first  time  in  public.  My  words  were  not  many  but 
they  came  from  a  heart  that  longed  to  serve  the  Lord. 
I  said,  ‘here  am  I  too  poor  to  give  money,  but  here  is 
the  life  You  gave  me,  I  give  it  back  too  thee,  to  use  any¬ 
where  Thou  seeth  best.  I  am  willing  to  go  anywhere  with 
Thee.’  As  I  had  finished  thee  pastor,  an  older  man,  that 
walked  with  God,  came  and  put  his  hand  on  my  head  say¬ 
ing,  ‘Lord  here  is  a  missionary,  open  the  way  for  her. 
We  consecrate  her  tonight  to  devote  her  life  for  Thee, 
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“A  few  years  later  I  heard  Bishop  Hartzell  speak  in 
St.  Peters  church,  Stockholm,  about  Africa  and  again  that 
definite  call,  so  clear,  that  quiet  inner  voice  spoke  to  me. 
Here  was  the  call  but  I  could  not  see  the  way  clear  to 
gel,  the  needed  schooling.  I  trusted  God  and  kept  on  pray¬ 
ing  and  never  lost  sight  of  the  call  hard  as  it  was  to 
wait.  How  often  I  thought  of  Moses  when  he  had  to 
be  waiting  for  so  many  years  before  God  could  use  him. 
God  has  different  methods  in  preparing  His  workers.  But 
he  never  fails  to  carry  out  His  plan  for  those  who  patient¬ 
ly  wait.  That  has  been  my  experience.  He  did  to  me  like 
He  did  to  Abraham,  took  me  away  from  my  own  land, 
hard  as  it  was  to  go.  He  did  it  at  a  time  when  business 
prospect  looked  most  promising.  I  am  praising  Him  today 
that  He  gave  me  strength  to  go  and  as  I  came  to  the 
States  He  opened  thee  way  for  me.  His  leading  was  so 
direct  and  certain.” 

She  was  sent  to  Korea,  November,  1916,  by  Minnea¬ 
polis  Branch  and  appointed  superintendent  of  Nurses 
Training  School  at  East  Gate  Hospital,  Seoul.  At  the 
time  of  going  out  she  was  a  member  of  First  Swedish 
church,  Minneapolis,  Minn. 

As  to  her  reward  in  service  Miss  Roberts  says,  “My 
greatest  reward  has  been  to  see  these  fine  young  Chris¬ 
tian  women  trained  as  nurses  take  their  place  in  the  nurs¬ 
ing  profession  of  Korea.  Also  to  have  had  a  share  in  rais¬ 
ing  the  standard  of  the  Nurses  Training  School.  Twelve 
years  ago  we  could  get  only  those  that  had  very  little 
education  because  nursing  was  looked  upon  as  servants 
work  for  the  very  lowest  to  do.  Today  our  entrance  re- 
quiremet  is  two  years  of  high  school. 

“My  happy  moments  are  to  hear  about  my  girls  as 
they  go  out  to  different  places  to  work  that  they  are  do¬ 
ing  well.  And  what  a  joy  to  see  a  sick  patient  recover 
under  tender  care  of  Christian  doctors  and  nurses.  Many 
have  for  the  first  time  heard  and  seen  Jesus.  I  could 
not  have  invested  my  life  in  anything  greater  than  what 
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I  am  doing — in  building  Christian  character  and  to  make 
this  world  a  little  better  and  brighter  for  these  people  to 
live  in.” 


BERTHA  PERSSON 

When  Mrs.  Lellky  crossed  the  Atlantic  during  the 
World  War,  to  attend  the  General  Executive,  one  of  her 
anxieties  was  to  secure  the  acceptance  of  Miss  Bertha 
Persson  for  foreign  service.  She  too  was  nurse  trained, 
but  without  a  degree,  so  arrangements  were  made  for 
her  to  come  to  America  for  this  purpose,  and  she  came 
to  the  Omaha  Methodist  Hospital.  When  Topeka  Branch 
sent  her  out  to  Sienyu,  China,  in  1919,  one  of  the  Omaha 
churches  undertook  her  support.  She  came  home  with 
shattered  health,  and  has  had  to  remain  in  her  home  in 
Gothenburg,  Sweden,  after  her  first  term  of  service. 

EMMA  PALM 

It  is  with  real  regret  that  we  must  omit  both  infor¬ 
mation  and  photo  of  this  devoted  worker,  as  they  have 
failed  to  reach  us  in  time  for  this  publication.  She  was 
sent  out  to  China  by  the  Cincinnati  Branch  in  1922,  and 
her  address  is  Sienju,  in  the  Hinghwa  conference,  China. 

BEULAH  Mo  SWAN 

Appointed.  1923 

Beulah  Marie  Swan  was  born  in  Kansas  City,  Mo., 

November  21,  - .  Miss  Swan  does  not  have  anything 

to  say  as  to  her  call  but  that  she  was  sent  out  by  North¬ 
western  Branch,  December  1923.  Her  first  appointment 
after  language  study  was  to  Evangelistic  work  at  Asan- 
sol,  India.  Second  and  third  year  Santali  Evangelistic 
work  at  Pakur  and  fourth  and  fifth  as  principal  Santoli 
Girls  School  at  Pakur.  She  is  now  home  on  her  first  fur¬ 
lough.  Her  reward  has  been  to  see  the  boys  and  girls 
take  active  part  in  the  Evangelization  of  their  own  peo¬ 
ple  having  first  accepted  Christ  themselves.  She  adds, 
“It  has  been  a  real  privilege  to  have  for  friends  the 
Christian  workers  of  our  District.” 
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RUTH  LARSON 

Appointed  1927 

(Word  has  failed  to  reach  us  from  Miss  Larson  direct¬ 
ly,  so  we  quote  from  the  Topeka  Branch  Herald  of  Nov., 
1927,  and  from  the  Annual  Report  of  Oct,  1928). 

Ruth  Larson  is  of  Swedish  parentage.  She  was  born 
and  has  been  raised  in  Holdrege,  Nebraska,  She  has  had 
work  in  the  Kearney  State  Normal  and  is  a  graduate  of 
the  Kansas  City  National  Training  School,  and  while  there 
worked  in  the  Mexican  Mission  as  teacher  and  superin¬ 
tendent. 

She  has  had  five  years  of  experience  as  a  teacher  in 
rural  and  city  schools  and  during  the  past  year  has  served 
as  pastor  at  Sumner,  Nebraska.  Besides  this,  she  has  had 
two  years  in  the  business  world. 

This  young  woman  is  one  of  Winnie  Gabrielson’s 
finds.  Her  knowledge  of  kindergarten  work  will  stand 
her  in  good  stead  when  she  comes  in  contact  with  the 
teeming  multitudes  of  children  found  in  India.  The  Swed¬ 
ish  people  who  know  her  best  are  asking  for  the  privilege 
of  having  a  share  in  her  support. 

“I  have  enjoyed  these  months  in  the  language  school, 
and  tho  I  feel  as  tho  I  have  hardly  begun,  I  am  thankful 
to  understand  occasionally  what  people  are  saying 
and  that  I  can  make  myself  understood  in  simple  situa¬ 
tions.  By  the  time  Branch  meeting  is  in  session,  I  shall 
be  in  my  station  in  Almora,  and  have  had  my  first  intro¬ 
ductions  to  surroundings  and  work.  I  have  kept  in  ex¬ 
cellent  health  and  happy  to  be  in  India  and  glad  that  I 
may  look  forward  to  serving  this  people  in  the  days  that 
lie  ahead.” 

Miss  Larson  is  in  charge  of  the  Girls’  School  in  Al¬ 
mora,  which  is  a  semi-hill  station,  about  5500  ft.  alti¬ 
tude,  in  the  Himalaya  mountains,  north  of  Bareilly. 
More  recent  letters  speak  of  her  joy  in  the  work. 
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Chapter  V.~ FINANCIAL  CONTRIBUTIONS 


Year 

General 

Secretaries 

Total  Number 

Organizations 

Total  Number 

Members,  jun¬ 

ior,  adults 

Central 

Conference 

Eastern 

Conference 

l 

1901-1902 

i  i  i 

1902-1903 

Mrs.  Farrell 

94 

2,278  |$  621.35 

$  565.35  | 

1903-1904 

Mrs.  Farrell 

87 

2,110 

820.20 

553.12  j 

1904-1905 

Mrs.  Farrell 

96 

2,414 

1,101.41 

488.75  | 

1905-1906 

Mrs.  Farrell 

99 

2,546 

1,162.80 

673.07  | 

1906-1907 

Mrs.  Henschen 

97 

2,688 

1,109.20 

509.78 

1907-1908 

Mrs.  Henschen 

119 

3,136 

1,442.34 

746.72 

1908-1909 

Mrs.  Henschen 

163 

4,476 

1,538.06 

812.81  | 

1909-1910 

Mrs.  Henschen 

175 

4,472 

1,383.84 

691.17  | 

1910-1911 

Helen  Backlund 

171 

5,359 

1,380.88 

956.50 

1911-1912 

Helen  Backlund 

181 

5,733 

1,409.67 

977.62  j 

1912-1913 

Helen  Backlund 

183 

6,144 

1,301.25 

1,236.88 

1913-1914 

Helen  Backlund 

185 

6,560 

1,575.93 

1,158.47 

1914-1915 

Helen  Backlund 

209 

7,191 

2,036.42  [  1,509.08 

1915-1916 

Helen  Backlund 

248 

7,998 

2,390.73 

|  1,775.19 

1916-1917 

J  Helen  Backlund 

239 

8,073 

2,659.55 

1,937.29 

1917-1918 

|  Helen  Backlund 

248 

8,411  |  2,435.57 

2,220.05 

1918-1919 

Helen  Backlund 

1  248 

9,012 

I  3,614.54  |  2,592.79  | 

1919-1920 

|  Helen  Backlund 

261 

10,075 

[  2,945.03 

|  2,603.05  | 

1920-1921 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Dahl 

278 

10,457 

3,664.70 

3,228.06  | 

1921-1922 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Dahl 

287 

10,571 

00 

S 

O 

j 

|  2,565.92  | 

1922-1923 

|  Mrs.  S.  S.  Dahl 

|  294 

10,630 

|  4,531.95 

j  2,938.94  j 

1923-1924 

I  Mrs.  E.  S.  Dahl 

305 

10,548 

[  6,714.30 

3,134.80 

1924-1925 

|  Mrs.  E.  S.  Dahl 

309 

11,988 

4,771.94 

|  3,352.96 

1925-1926 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Dahl 

|  310 

11,670 

4,604.91 

2,640.94  | 

1926-1927 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Dahl 

305 

11,611 

4,470.72 

3,572.80  | 

1927-1928 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Dahl 

292 

11,518 

4,491.00 

3,404.24 

Total  by  Conferences 

168,192.07 

146,846.35  | 

^Reported  through  the  Western  Conference  from  1907-1912. 
§Merged  with  Southern  Conference. 

•{•California  district  merged  with  California  Conference. 
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No  report  that  year.  Miss  Jacobson’s  collections  $1,592.63 


$  507.40 

$  770.59 

$  290.75 

|$  2,755.44 

540.00 

736.75  | 

181.90 

| 

2,831.97 

711.00 

714.45 

216.36 

3,231.97 

1,003.75 

800.10  | 

282.65 

3,922.37 

1  383.75 

1,071.72 

* 

i 

398.97 

j 

4,473.42 

1,792.13 

1,059.30  | 

488.08 

5,528.57 

1.868.70  |  1,043.66 

512.85 

$  213.55 

] 

5,989.63 

1,591.65 

1,210.00  | 

512.35 

328.36 

|  5,717.37 

1,757.68 

996.00 

524.13 

617.07 

6,232.26 

1,653.69 

934.00  | 

595.38 

727.65 

6,298.01 

1,374.92 

855.06  $  268.65 

714.68 

927.93 

[  6,679.37 

1,209.55 

856.70 

329.00 

723.00 

1,016.83 

6,869.48 

1,334.70 

937.53 

282.00 

775.60 

1,239.16 

8,114.49 

1.517.84 

843.36 

484.40 

815.80 

|  1,539.61 

9,366.93 

1,915.68 

1,088.47 

502.28 

742.35 

1,573.00 

10,418.62 

1,712.49 

1,371.16 

491.30 

898.60 

2,050.00 

11,179.17 

2,388.44 

1,664  25 

855.94 

1,127.53 

2,639.48 

14,882.97 

2.804.55 

1,654.67 

704.82 

1,281.35 

3,600.00 

15,593.47 

2,207.29 

2,249.70 

676.42 

1,686.30 

5,234.23 

242.66 

19,294.96 

2,389.67 

1,425  41 

591.41 

1,720.71 

|  5,078.00 

87.50 

17,872.40 

3,086.65 

1,649.46 

711.35 

1,667.90 

6,168.00 

444.00 

21,198.00 

3.483.21 

1,599.31 

786.63 

[  1,470.50 

3,978.22 

367.06 

|  21,534.03 

3,537.36 

1,720.28 

576.93 

2,017.03 

3,655.10 

397.00 

20,028.60 

4,837.37 

1,913.76 

592.01 

j  1,729.00 

3,362.00 

354.00 

20,133.99 

2.788.51 

I  1,699.48 

1  § 

1,868.03 

3,911.00 

311.00 

18,621.00 

2  462.79 

j  1,751.69 

1 

f585.83 

3,389.00 

320.00 

16,404.60 

51,860.77 

[32,616.86 

1  7,853.14 

[23,827.63 

[51,248.19 

|  2,523.22 

Grand  Total  for  28  Years -  286,765.72 


—67— 


THE  CONTRIBUTION  OF  SWEDISH  METHODISM 


CHAPTER  VI 

PAKUR 

HISTORY  OF  THE  WOMAN’S  WORK 

A  Memorial  in  Brick,  Mortar  and 
Bengali  Girlhood 
By  HILDA  AND  BEULAH  SWAN 

In  attempting  to  tell  of  the  work  of  the  women 
at  Pakur,  it  is  necessary  to  go  back  to  the  very  beginning 
of  Missionary  work  there. 

Many  years  ago  there  lived  in  Pakur,  a  very  devout 
Christian  magistrate,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Pakur 
Sub-Division.  It  was  his  custom  to  hold  services  on  his 
veranda  every  Sunday,  to  which  he  invited  not  only  his 
servants,  but  also  any  others  who  cared  to  attend.  Among 
those  who  became  regular  attendants  was  a  young  Mo¬ 
hammedan  named  Shahos  Munshi  who  came  from  a  vil¬ 
lage  named  Sangrampur.  He  soon  became  convinced  of 
the  truths  of  Christianity  and  asked  for  baptism.  As 
there  were  no  missionaries  here  at  this  time,  the  magis¬ 
trate  wrote  to  the  Presiding  Elder  at  Calcutta,  the  Rev. 
J.  M.  Thoburn  (later  bishop)  telling  him  about  this  en¬ 
quirer  and  asking  him  to  arrange  for  his  baptism.  This 
he  did  by  sending  the  Rev.  W.  A.  Thomas  of  Asansol  to 
go  to  Pakur  to  baptise  him.  This  was  in  1884. 

This  young  convert  proved  to  be  a  man  of  spirit  who 
told  others  of  his  new-found  faith,  and  before  long  others 
too  wero  asking  for  baptism.  The  following  year  the 
Rev.  J.  P.  Meik  was  appointed  to  Sanghampur.  He  se¬ 
cured  a  plot  of  ground  in  the  village  where  he  built  a 
mission  bungalow  and  opened  a  school. 

In  1888  the  government  deciding  to  move  to  another 
site,  sold  the  property  which  had  served  as  headquarters 
for  the  Sub-Divisional  Officer  and  his  associates,  and  the 
Methodists  were  able  to  secure  this  at  a  very  reasonable 
price.  This  property  consisted  of  twenty-one  acres  of 
free  hold  land  aand  several  buildings,  so  made  a  fine 
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place  for  the  Mission  to  begin  its  work.  As  soon  as  pos¬ 
sible  the  Meiks  moved  here  and  the  Boys’  and  Girls’  Or¬ 
phanages  from  Calcutta  were  transferred  here. 

It  was  not  until  ten  years  later  that  Miss  Alma 
Jacobson  was  sent  to  Pakur  to  assist  Mrs.  Meik  in  the 
work  among  the  girls  and  women. 

In  1897  a  severe  earthquake  shock  had  damaged  the 
Mission  house  and  the  “old  jail”  in  which  the  Girls  School 
was  housed,  and  it  was  this  which  led  Miss  Jacobson  in 
1901  to  set  sail  for  America  in  search  of  funds  for  new 
buildings.  She  went  to  Bishop  Robinson  with  her  plans 
to  go  to  America,  and  get  the  Swedish  women  to  back 
the  new  building  project.  When  the  bishop  heard  of  this 
he  said  it  was  the  worst  “wild  goose  chase”  he  had  ever 
heard  of.  Yet  he  gave  his  consent  and  lent  some  financial 
aid.  Although  there  were  many  obstacles  in  the  way  and 
it  was  not  all  smooth  sailing,  she  went  ahead,  reached  Am¬ 
erica,  met  the  ladies  of  the  W.  F.  M.  S.,  presented  her 
plans,  won  their  confidence,  and  during  her  two  years 
stay  in  America,  succeeded  in  accomplishing  what  she  had 
set  out  to  do.  The  ladies  accordingly  appropriated  money 
for  the  new  buildings  at  Pakur,  with  the  understanding 
that  all  moneys  raised  in  our  Swedish  constituency  was  to 
go  to  Pakur  until  the  buildings  were  paid  for. 

On  my  arrival  at  Pakur  in  January  1905,  I  found 
the  buildings  had  been  begun,  but  the  work  was  at  a 
standstill  as  the  money  had  all  been  expended.  I  should 
mention  here  that  the  buildings  had  been  begun  by  Mr. 
Meik  but  for  health  reasons  he  had  to  leave  Pakur  early 
in  1904,  and  Mr.  Culshaw  had  taken  over  the  work  on  his 
arrival  there.  One  of  my  first  tasks  was  to  write  the 
various  secretaries  urging  them  to  stand  by  us  and  before 
long  the  money  began  coming  again,  so  that  the  next 
year  when  our  Conference  session  met  at  Pakur  the  new 
buildings  were  dedicated. 

Up  to  this  time  our  work  had  been  chiefly  among  the 
Bengali  speaking  people.  With  the  arrival  of  Miss  Grand- 
strand  in  the  fall  of  1905  began  the  work  among  the  San- 
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tals.  She  took  up  the  study  of  their  language  and  was 
the  first  missionary  of  our  church  appointed  to  work 
among  this  primitive  people.  One  by  one  the  Santali 
girls  began  coming  into  our  school.  It  was  not  easy  for 
them  as  it  meant  the  learning  of  Bengali  which  was  to 
them  a  foreign  language,  and  adapting  themselves  to  liv¬ 
ing  conditions  foreign  to  them.  Miss  Grandstrand’s  dili¬ 
gent  work  in  the  villages  visiting  the  homes  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  brought  in  scores  of  girls,  until  the  time  came  when 
there  were  as  many  Santali  girls  as  Bengali  girls,  and 
because  of  the  crowded  conditions  the  two  were  separated 
and  two  schools  organized. 

In  1907  two  girls  were  sent  to  the  Lace  School  at 
Kalimpong  and  after  spending  a  year  there,  they  came 
back  and  we  opened  our  Lace  School  at  Pakur.  After 
a  time  the  “old  jail”  became  the  center  of  our  Industrial 
Work  and  other  industries  such  as  weaving  and  rope- 
making  were  taught  also. 

It  was  about  this  same  time  that  Miss  Lily  Daniel 
came  to  us  as  Head  Mistress  of  the  Girl’s  School.  A 
graduate  of  the  Normal  Department  of  the  Isabella  Tho- 
burn  College  she  came  to  us  well  equipped  to  take  charge 
of  the  educational  work  in  the  school.  She  at  once  set 
to  work  translating  songs  and  games  for  use  in  the  Kin¬ 
dergarten,  and  many  of  these  are  still  in  use.  She  was 
with  us  for  seven  years  when  the  ill  health  of  her  mother 
made  it  necessary  to  go  to  Calcutta.  She  has  spent  many 
years  of  efficient  service  in  our  Mission  there  until  last 
November  when  she  was  called  to  higher  service.  Her 
memory  will  long  linger  with  us. 

In  1912  our  Medical  Work  which  had  been  carried  on 
in  a  small  way  for  many  years,  received  a  new  impetus 
in  the  arrival  of  Dr.  E.  M.  Laybourne.  She  was  lent  to 
us  for  three  months  during  a  serious  fever  epidemic,  dur¬ 
ing  which  time  we  opened  a  temporary  hospital  in  a  rented 
building.  A  large  number  of  patients  were  treated  and 
cared  for  during  these  three  months.  When  Dr.  Lay- 
bourne  left  us,  we  felt  we  could  no  longer  get  along  with- 
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out  a  lady  doctor  so  we  made  arrangements  and  secured 
a  graduate  of  the  Ludhiana  School  of  Medicine.  Since 
then  our  Medical  work  has  grown  and  many  thousands 
have  been  treated  yearly. 

In  1921,  we  dedicated  our  new  hospital  which  was 
made  possible  thru  gifts  given  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  A. 
Aspegren  of  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  in  memory  of  their  departed 
son,  Stanford,  and  Mrs.  C.  W.  Mengel  in  memory  of  her 
departed  sister,  Ruth  Pearse,  also  of  Lincoln,  Nebr.  There 
was  still  a  debt  on  the  hospital  at  this  time,  but  Bishop 
Fisher  assumed  this  debt  and  the  hospital  was  named  the 
Edith  Jackson  Fisher  Memorial,  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Fish¬ 
er  who  had  been  called  home  just  a  few  months  before. 

In  1925  the  work  in  the  Girl’s  School  had  grown  so 
much  and  hee  number  of  Santals  had  increased  to  .such  an 
extent,  that  it  was  felt  that  it  would  be  much  better  for 
the  girls  and  for  our  growing  Santali  work  if  there  could 
be  a  separate  school  for  the  Santali  girls.  So  at  the  next 
conference  it  was  decided  to  build  mud  cottages  on  the 
compound  already  in  use  and  start  the  school  immediately. 

Before  the  cottages  were  finished,  we  moved  the  girls 
over  into  the  class  rooms  and  began  the  1925  school  year 
as  a  separate  school.  The  Santals  were  delighted,  for  it 
had  been  a  real  hardship  for  the  girls  to  go  into  a  school 
which  was  conducted  in  a  language  they  did  not 
know.  Many  of  the  younger  girls  had  run  away  home 
after  the  first  few  days  of  being  misunderstood  in  the 
only  language  they  knew. 

The  Bengali  School  was  made  an  Upper  Primary 
School  at  the  same  conference  session.  It  has  grown  in 
the  last  few  years  too  and  is  a  most  promising  school. 

The  Santali  Girls  School  now  numbers  about  125  girls 
which  is  more  than  the  whole  school  was  before  the  sepa¬ 
ration.  The  number  of  cottages  has  had  to  be  increased 
until  now  we  have  nine  cottages,  and  the  girls  are  very 
crowded.  We  have  tried  to  keep  the  best  of  Santali  vil¬ 
lage  life.  Our  cottages  are  built  on  the  same  style  as 
their  village  homes,  but  we  have  plenty  of  windows  in 
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our  cottages  so  that  they  are  light  and  airy.  The  girls 
elect  their  own  village  council,  each  cottage  having  its 
representative.  In  this  way  we  are  trying  to  help  the 
girls  to  be  useful  additions  to  their  communities  when 
they  have  finished  school.  (See  picture  on  frontispiece.) 

The  Evangelistic  work  among  the  women  was  carried 
on  by  Beulah  Swan  during  the  furlough  of  Miss  Grand- 
strand,  but  now  Miss  Grandstrand  is  back  at  her  old  post 
and  is  working  in  and  out  of  the  village  homes  of  the 
Santals. 

Last  year  a  Summer  School  was  held  for  village  wo¬ 
men.  This  marked  a  milepost  in  the  lives  of  about  sev¬ 
enty  village  women  most  of  them  unable  to  read  or  write. 
Classes  were  held  in  simple  subjects  and  the  women 
themselves  testified  to  the  great  benefits  derived  from  it 
and  asked  that  another  such  summer  school  or  institute 

might  be  held  this  year. 

We  need  more  support  for  our  work.  We  have  only 
seventy  scholarships  and  125  girls,  so  the  need  is  great. 
The  need  for  more  and  better  trained  teachers  for  the 
District  schools  is  very  urgent  and  in  order  to  have  these 
we  must  have  more  adequate  support  of  the  wor.k 

The  daughters  and  grand-daughters  to  the  fifth  gen¬ 
eration  of  Shahos  Munshi  have  been  in  our  school.  Many 
of  them  have  been  workers,  teachers  and  Bible  women. 
The  seed  sown  in  the  heart  of  that  Mohammedan  youth 
so  many  years  ago  is  bearing  fruit.  Will  those  of  you  who 
read  this  not  send  up  a  prayer  for  this  work  and  also  send 
your  gift. 

List  of  Swedish  Missionaries  working  at  Pakur: 

Alma  Jacobson — 1898-1900;  1903-1904. 

Hilda  Swan— 1904-1911;  1912-1918;  1920-1923. 

Pauline  Grandstrand — 1905-1909;  1911-1918;  1919- 

1924-1925. 

Maria  Johanson — 1917-1919. 

Eugenia  Norberg — 1923-1926;  1928. 

Beulah  Swan — 1924-1929. 
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CHAPTER  VII 

Investments  in  Roorkee,  India 

Winnie  M.  Gabrielson 

In  looking  over  the  scholarship  records,  I  was  most 
happily  surprised  to  find  how  many  of  the  Roorkee  Pri¬ 
mary  School  girls  are  being  supported  by  auxiliaries  in 
the  Swedish  churches.  A  few  lines  concerning  that  work 
will  therefore  not  be  out  of  place  in  this  record. 

Upon  my  return  to  India  in  1917,  I  was  appointed  to 
the  evangelistic  work  in  Roorkee  District,  but  to  live  in 
Muzzaffernagar,  the  other  center  of  importance  in  the 
district.  This  became  a  separate- district  a  couple  of  years 
later.  The  year  before,  thru  a  special  gift,  a  property 
had  been  purchased  in  Roorkee  for  a  school,  but  no  money 
had  been  available  to  put  it  in  proper  repair  and  equip  it, 
nor  yet  for  scholarships.  At  the  conference  in  Jan.  1918, 
my  appointment  was  again  the  evangelistic  work,  but  to 
move  over  to  Roorkee,  and  open  the  school.  It  was  al¬ 
most  like  an  order  to  “make  bricks  without  straw”.  How¬ 
ever,  backed  by  the  prayers  of  our  people  all  over  the  dis¬ 
trict,  with  careful  planning  and  hard  work,  and  with  gen¬ 
erous  responses  from  friends  in  all  parts  of  America,  the 
school  was  opened  Oct.  15,  1918,  and  in  less  than  a  month, 
it  was  full  to  capacity,  (we  had  accommodations  for  only 
fifty  girls),  and  by  New  Year,  when  Miss  Randall  arrived 
from  America  to  take  over  the  school,  there  were  sixty. 

A  new  departure  in  the  work  there  was  the  co¬ 
educational  feature.  Our  Christian  Boys’  School  had 
really  only  the  dormitory  provision,  and  they  were  sent 
to  the  government  school  for  classes.  We  agreed  to  al¬ 
low  the  primary  classes  to  come  over  to  our  school  instead, 
and  when  classes  were  over,  they  again  marched  back 
to  their  compound.  The  plan  worked  out  quite  satisfac¬ 
torily. 

In  1920,  the  enrollment  had  risen  to  eighty,  but  Gov¬ 
ernment  authorities  compelled  a  reduction  in  numbers  as 
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Even  the  little  girls  lent  a  hand  in  the  excavation, 

Roorkee  School 


we  were  too  crowded  for  health  and  sanitary  purposes  in 
our  limited  quarters,  so  a  number  of  our  girls  had  to  be 
transferred  to  another  school,  so  as  to  reduce  to  sixty. 
Our  Finance  Committee,  however,  readily  saw  with  us, 
that  the  need  was  too  urgent  to  be  thus  limited,  for  we 
had  a  Christian  community  of  over  19,000,  and  this  was 
the  only  boarding  school  for  girls  in  the  whole  territory, 
and  the  scattered  day  schools  were  most  unsatisfactory, 
both  as  to  imparting  knowledge,  as  well  as  training  in 
such  habits  of  life  that  would  build  up  strong  Christian 
character  in  our  growing  community.  A  piece  of  prop¬ 
erty  adjoining  ours  providentially  became  available,  and 
this  was  purchased,  the  old  bungalow  on  it  was  remodeled 
for  the  missionaries’  residence,  and  the  former  bungalow 
was  used  for  school  rooms,  and  then  this  made  much  more 
ground  space  for  the  various  activities  of  the  girls,  by 
an  all-round  adjustment.  There  was  no  money  available 
for  the  enlarging  numbers  planned  for,  however,  and  that 
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enlarging  is  still  in  process.  The  early  work  was  ma¬ 
terially  helped  by  a  memorial  gift  of  $500  for  Mrs.  S.  H. 
Olson  of  Galesburg,  Ill.,  by  her  husband.  Later,  a  gift 
of  $1,000  from  Mrs.  Peter  Bergman  of  Polk,  Nebr., 
helped  very  greatly,  but  additional  help  is  imperative,  for 
there  is  need  of  a  school  that  will  accomodate  at  least  125 
girls.  Aside  from  these  two  gifts,  our  investment  thus 
far  has  been  entirely  in  providing  opportunities  thru 
the  scholarships  of  $30  per  year  for  each  girl,  giving  her 
food,  clothes,  books,  and  teaching  in  a  Christian  home  at¬ 
mosphere,  and  with  Christian  teachers  to  guide  her.  Is 
it  worth  while?  Oh,  that  all  who  may  read  these  lines 
could  see  the  girls  who  come  in,  the  homes  and  commu¬ 
nities  from  whence  they  come,  and  then  watch  them  day 
by  day,  thru  the  six  year  course,  to  see  the  transforma¬ 
tion.  It  is  worth  going  to  India  to  see.  And  this  same 
thing  may  be  said  of  each  of  the  more  than  1200  schools 
maintained  by  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society, 
in  these  world-wide  fields.  Money  is  being  transformed 
by  the  alchemy  of  love  into  Christian  character  and  lives 
of  usefulness  to  untold  thousands.  Where  could  any  in¬ 
vestment  yield  more  wonderful  and  soul-satisfying  re¬ 
turns?  The  end?  There  is  none,  for  these  lives  touch 
other  lives,  endlessly,  into  the  eternities. 

“The  only  crown  I  ask  to  wear,  dear  Lord, 

Is  this — that  I  may  help  a  little  child. 

I  do  not  ask  that  I  should  ever  stand 
Among  the  wise,  the  mighty,  or  the  great. 

I  only  ask  that  softly,  hand  in  hand, 

A  child  and  I  may  enter  at  the  gate.” 
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CHAPTER  VIII 

“HAS  IT  BEEN  WORTH  WHILE?” 

(Editor’s  Note.  Whether  this  work  has  been  worth 
while  or  not,  is  not  to  be  gauged  by  accounts  alone,  nor 
by  the  amount  of  work  accomplished,  but  also  by  its  reflex 
influence  on  those  who  have  helped  to  bring  it  to  pass. 
Representative  women  in  all  ranks  of  the  work  and  from 
different  parts  of  our  country  are  here  giving  us  in  a  few 
words  what  it  has  meant  to  them,  not  in  material  things, 
but  in  enrichment  of  soul  and  heart  life.  After  all,  these 
are  the  abiding  values.) 

Has  the  W.  F.  M.  S.  been  worth  while  in  our  Swedish 
churches?  Yes.  It  has  been  a  means  for  us  to  gain  in¬ 
formation  of  conditions  on  the  mission  field,  and  because 
of  our  own  young  women  going  out,  our  hearts  have 
gone  with  them;  and  if  God  has  seen  something  in  my 
soul  worth  while  to  make  the  supreme  sacrifice,  surely 
the  soul  of  my  sister  in  the  Orient  has  the  same  value  be¬ 
fore  God.  Has  it  not,  then,  been  worth  while  to  obey  His 
command,  “Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gos¬ 
pel  to  all  nations?”  Selfishness  and  selfcentredness  is 
bad,  whether  pertaining  to  organizations  or  the  individual. 
Our  blessings  or  returns  are  according  to  what  we  put  in 
to  the  cause,  be  it  ourslves,  our  time,  tears,  prayer,  or 
ou*'  means.  God’s  promise  is  “Give,  and  it  shall  be  given 
unto  you.”  MRS.  H.  A.  PETERSON, 

Bethany  Home,  Chicago. (Formerly  of  Texas.) 


For  nine  years  I  have  experienced  the  joys  and  disap¬ 
pointments  of  a  conference  treasurer.  The  joys  have  far 
exceeded  the  griefs  however  and  the  spirit  and  zeal  for 
missions  has  grown  and  flourished  in  my  heart.  I  am 
so  happy  to  know  that  in  my  own  small  corner  I  am  in  on 
a  worldwide  enterprise — and  tell  me,  who  should  not  be 
happy  working  for  a  King? 

MRS.  SWAN  MATTSON, 

Ishpeming,  Mich. 
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Personally  I  have  been  very  much  interested  in  the 
W.  F.  M.  S.  and  in  my  younger  days  hoped  and  prayed 
that  we  as  Swedish  Methodist  women  would  have  some 
part  in  the  work  some  day,  and  I  have  always  thanked 
God  for  sending  Miss  Jacobson  to  us  and  organizing  our 
societies.  Had  she  come  five  years  earlier,  I  am  sure  my 
work  would  have  been  in  India  or  some  other  mission 
field,  but  I  am  thankful  that  I  have  had  an  opportunity 

to  help  a  little  at  the  home  base. 

MRS.  EMILY  CARLSON, 
Bethany  S.  M.  E.  Church, 

Chicago,  Ill. 


I  shall  never  forget  the  7th  day  of  July,  1907,  when 
our  dearly  beloved  Alma  Jacobson  came  to  Ong,  Nebr., 
and  to  our  church  to  organize  a  W.  F.  M.  S.  auxiliary. 
She  was  the  first  missionary  sent  out  to  the  Swedish 
churches.  It  gave  me  a  thrill  just  to  see  her,  knowing 
that  she  came  from  a  foreign  country,  and  knew  so  well 
the  conditions  of  the  people  she  was  representing. 

From  the  very  first  meeting  held  at  my  home  Oct.  10, 
1901,  until  the  present  time,  it  has  been  both  a  privilege 
and  a  pleasure  to  be  working  for  some  of  our  needy 
sisters,  together  with  friends  here.  As  a  member  of 
the  W.  F.  M.  S.,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
missionaries  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  and  hear  them 
tell  of  their  work  and  its  needs.  All  of  these  things  have 
been  greatly  worth  while. 

MRS.  C.  A.  SANDBERG, 

Ong,  Nebr. 


It  was  my  privilege  to  serve  as  treasurer  of  the  W. 
F.  M.  S.  in  the  Central  Swedish  conference  for  nine  years. 
I  count  it  as  one  of  the  greatest  pleasures  having  been 
afforded  me. 

It  gave  a  new  and  wider  vision  of  this  part  of  God’s 
Kingdom.  The  sweet,  Christian  fellowship  which  was  ex¬ 
perienced  through  correspondence  and  personal  touch, 
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with  the  faithful  workers  in  our  various  auxiliaries,  our 
own  missionaries  and  Branch  officers,  has  also  proved  an 
unspeakable  blessing  to  me. 

A  sister  in  Christ, 
ESTHER  WIGREN, 
(Mrs.  J.  T.  Wigren.) 

Bishop  Hill,  Ill. 


My  work  of  fifteen  years  as  Conference  Treasurer, 
in  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  has  been  a 
great  blessing  to  me.  I  have  received  double  from  the 
Lord  in  this  world,  and  life  eternal,  but  if  any  credit 
should  be  given,  it  belongs  to  the  auxiliaries,  who  re¬ 
sponded  so  nobly  to  every  call.  SOFIA  NELSON, 

(Mrs.  Aug.  Nelson) 

Verona,  Nebr. 


As  I  listened  to  Miss  Alma  Jacobson  about  twenty- 
six  years  ago  tell  the  story  of  the  down-trodden  women 
of  India,  and  the  vast  numbers  of  little  widows  and  or¬ 
phans  lost  in  superstition  and  idolatry,  my  soul  was 
stirred  to  do  whatever  might  lie  in  my  power  to  do  to 
help  these  unfortunate  people.  In  my  experience,  a  W. 
F.  M.  S.  Auxiliary  in  a  church  makes  for  a  deeper  spiritu¬ 
ality  and  a  larger  support  of  the  whole  missionary  enter¬ 
prise.  MRS.  MAGNUS  WEBER, 

Andover,  Ill. 


Working  with  the  W.  F.  M.  S.  is  one  of  the  most 
worth  while  experiences  of  life.  It  broadens  the  vision, 
enlarges  the  horizon  and  gives  contact  with  workers  from 
all  over  the  globe. 

The  compensations  are,  Christian  fellowship  and 
friendship  with  true,  fine,  women  and  the  rich  blessings 
Christ  gives  to  those  who  love  His  Kingdom. 

INA  JOHNSON, 
(Mrs.  Olof  Johnson) 

Chicago,  Ill. 
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I  have  always  been  interested  in  the  work  of  the  W. 
F.  M.  S.  from  the  first  I  knew  about  it.  Our  auxiliary 
began  to  keep  a  scholarship  in  a  school  in  India  in  1906, 
and  has  kept  it  up  ever  since.  As  long  as  I  have  strength 
I  want  to  continue  and  do  what  I  can  for  this  great  cause. 
May  God  continue  to  bless  us  that  we  may  grow  in  num¬ 
bers  and  strength. 

MRS.  CLARA  WISTROM, 

Oakland,  Nebr. 


Words  can  never  express  the  inspiration  and  blessing 
that  I  received  in  serving  the  W.  F.  M.  S.  as  Northern 
Conference  treasurer  from  1908  to  1920. 

One  day  in  1911  a  letter  inclosing  one  hundred  dollars 
was  addressed  to  me  from  a  few  ladies  in  Lauriston, 
Mir.n.,  asking  if  they  could  help  support  a  missionary.  It 
was  my  joy  to  find  another  group  of  women  praying  for 
this  exact  amount  needed  in  sending  one  of  their  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  India. 

Such  experiences  make  the  work  a  joy  and  a  blessing 
indeed. 

LYDIA  PETERSON  CARLSON, 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 


The  specific  activities  of  the  W.  F.  M.  S.  and  espec¬ 
ially  the  study  books,  and  group  information  has  given 

the  women  of  our  churches  a  knowledge  of,  and  individual 
contact  with  the  work  our  church  is  doing  in  other  lands 
as  never  before.  But  aside  from  this  evident  fact,  I  be¬ 
lieve  it  has  given  a  broader  vision  and  interest  in  the 
local  church  and  in  the  problems  and  progress  of  confer¬ 
ence,  district  and  circuit  neighbors.  This  has  been  ex¬ 
pressed  by  many  pastors.  It  has  given  more  thought 
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and  prayer.  Personally,  it  was  a  joyful  service,  giving 
me  many  more  blessings  than  effort,  in  the  little  I  ren¬ 
dered. 

GENEVIEVE  KALLSTEDT, 
(Mrs.  G.  E.  Kallstedt.) 
Kingsburg,  Calif. 


Is  Kingdom  work  worth  while  ?  Did  not  our  Master 
commission  us  to  “Go  and  Tell?”  Our  interest,  our  in¬ 
fluence,  our  means  and  our  prayers  can  obey  that  com¬ 
mand  and  his  promise  “Lo  I  am  with  you”  is  reward  suf¬ 
ficient.  Ye,s,  it  has  been  tremendously  worth  while  to 
have  a  part,  If  ever  so  small,  in  this  great  work. 

MRS.  N.  PEARSON, 
Burlington,  Iowa. 
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